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1 . I ntro duc t i o n
PROJECT PURPOSE

Springvale County Park is Isanti County’s third park, with the original 108-acres acquired in
1995. Since then, an additional 110 acres were acquired, including part of Johnny’s Lake,
for a total of 218 acres today. Development and improvements throughout the park have
occurred over the years in an organic fashion, responding to community and user needs
as they arise. In 2011, a management plan was created to guide oak savanna restoration
practices throughout the park. In 2012, an Archaeological Survey was completed in
preparation for improvements related to trail construction, upgrades for ADA accessibility,
restoration of oak savanna areas, and construction of a disc golf course and picnic shelter.
These improvements were funded through a Clean Water and Land Legacy Grant.
Springvale Park is known today throughout the county and the region as a high quality
destination for passive recreation. Set within a landscape of rolling hills, open fields,
wetlands, hardwood and conifer woodlands, the park provides a transformative experience
for users as they move throughout the variety of ecological communities. Uniquely located
across the boundary of the Anoka Sand Plain and the Mille Lacs Upland, Springvale
demonstrates some of the highest quality areas for supporting habitat and viewing native
wildlife of the region.
As the areas around the park and within the County grow with development, the Park
is increasingly growing in use. This, combined with more emphasis on environmental
stewardship and better understanding of a changing climate, makes the case for long-term
planning and ensuring that the future vision is shared by the community.
This Master Plan will serve as a framework for future investment and improvements in the
park, as well as aid in applying for designation as a Regional Park by the Greater Minnesota
Parks and Trails Commission (GMRPTC). With this designation, Isanti County will be able to
access funding and opportunities to continue management and development of the park to
meet the needs of today and anticipated growth in the coming years.

(Left) Disc Golfer at Springvale Park
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PLANNING PROCESS
Isanti County Parks and Recreation Department initiated the master plan process in the spring of 2021. The
planning process continued through the summer and fall, and concluded with the approval of the Isanti
County Board in December of 2021.
2021
APR

1

MAY JUNE JULY

ORGANIZE
THE EFFORT

Kick-Off Meeting with Staff			
Develop Engagement Plan
Present to Parks and Rec Commission
Develop + launch engagement tools

2

SITE + CONTEXT
ANALYSIS
Plan and Document Review
GIS base mapping
Context and Inventory Research
Natural Resources Inventory
Stakeholder Listening Session
Summary of Engagement and Research
Staff Review of Findings
Present to Parks and Rec Commission

3

DRAFT MASTER PLAN

4

FINAL PLAN AND
APPROVALS

Draft Vision and Regional Significance Statements
Draft Development Master Plan
Draft Ecological Land Resources Plan
Draft Programming Plan
Draft Research Plan
Draft Implementation, Management and Sustainability Plans
Develop document layout and graphics
Staff review of draft materials
Present to Parks and Rec Commission

Community outreach of draft document
Revisions to draft document (per feedback from community)
Presentation to Parks and Recreation Commission
Presentation to County Board for Approval
Revisions to Final Plan

				

1 -2

Springvale Park Master Plan

AUG

SEPT

OCT

NOV

DEC

PROJECT COLLABORATORS
The County contracted with HKGi, a Twin Cities-based planning and landscape architectural firm, to lead the
master plan effort, including engagement with the community to inform recommendations. HKGi worked
with EOR, an environmental engineering firm, to complete a natural resource inventory and assist with
management planning. The Isanti County Park and Recreation Board also provided guidance throughout the
process, weighing in on the plan direction and outreach to the community.

ISANTI COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION (2021)
» Bill Carlson (Chair)
» Susan Blom
» Kathy Szczech
» Carol Urness
» Wayne Anderson
» Dave Ringstad
» Rebecca Mauriala-Kuehn
» Luke Merrill
» Richard Reichle
» Lee Kingsbury
» Dave Oslund (County Board Representative)
» Barry Wendorf (Parks Director)

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY
The primary implementing agency for the Springvale Master Plan is Isanti County Parks and Recreation.
The mission of Isanti County Parks and Recreation is to maintain, acquire and/or expand parks that preserve
natural areas, provide passive recreation opportunities, strive to maintain the rural character of the county
and promote the health, well-being and quality of life for residents of the county.
https://www.co.isanti.mn.us/184/Parks-Recreation
The following agencies and municipalities are
potential partners for implementation of the
master plan:
» Springvale Township
» Audubon Minnesota
» MN Parks and Trails Council
» MN Department of Natural Resources
» Professional Disc Golf Association (PDGA)
» Cambridge Area Cycling Club

Introduction
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2 . Reg iona l Si gn i fi c an ce
NATURAL RESOURCE-BASED PARK
Isanti County is seeking designation by Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission (GMRPTC)
as a Natural Resource-Based Regional Park. As outlined by GMRPTC, a Natural Resource-Based Park should
provide “high quality outdoor recreational opportunities in a natural and scenic setting.”
Today, Springvale Park meets this definition in the following ways:
» Within the park boundaries, a variety of ecological plant and habitat communities converge, such as restored
native oak savanna, spruce/conifer forest, deciduous hardwood forest, and a diversity in wetland types such
as floating scrub, shub, sedge and tamarack bogs. The mix and diversity of biological communities is reflective
of the region, as a crossroads between major ecotypes of northwoods forests to the north and mesic prairies to
the south.
» Springvale Park provides access to Johnny’s Lake, affording a growing opportunity for non-motorized boating
and wildlife viewing along the lakeshore.
» Today, Springvale provides over 4 miles of single-track mountain biking trails. Plans for expansion of the
existing network will result in a total of 6.15 miles of natural surface trails for mountain biking. No other park in
the region provides this level of high-quality mountain biking experience.
» The 18-hole disc golf course, winding throughout the park’s southern half, is set within the edges of a variety of
plant communities, providing a scenic, recreational experience that brings people closer to nature.
» Springvale provides facilities that are supportive of both local and regional visitors of a variety of ages and
abilities. These facilities include (2) parking lot areas with parking for horse trailers, restoom facilities, nearly 1.5
miles of ADA-accessible paved trail, a picnic shelter, interpretative panels, and dock access to Johnny’s Lake.
Trail through woodlands in Springvale Park
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REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA
Springvale Park meets the criteria of regional significance as outlined by GMRPTC:

CRITERIA #1:
PROVIDES A HIGH-QUALITY OUTDOOR RECREATION EXPERIENCE
Springvale Park offers a unique opportunity for passive recreation for a wide range of visitors, with activities
for both individuals and groups, increasing the availability for easy-to-access exercise and recreation for the
local and regional community. The following are recreational activities provided at Springvale Park:
» Disc golfing is one of the primary activities at
Springvale Park. The popular 18-hole course hosts
a weekly league and annual tournaments. The
course is challenging, with launches and baskets in
locations that weave throughout the woodlands,
prairies, and around wetland areas.
» Springvale Park hosts a world-class mountain biking
experience. With over 4 miles of natural surface
trails, which incorporate (4) professionally-designed
ramps/jumps, the park continues to draw dedicated
and emerging cyclists for mountain biking and
fat-tire biking. Future expansion of the existing trail
network includes an additional (2) miles of singletrack natural surface trails, as well as a beginners’
bike skills course.
» The Park’s 3.6 miles of cleared (mowed) and paved
trails provide accessible and exciting opportunities
for hiking, walking and running. Paved trails are
cleared in the winter, providing access year-round.
The trails traverse the varied scenic landscapes of
the park, providing ADA access to activity areas and
hours of quiet and tranquil views. Future cleared and
paved trails will enhance the pedestrian experience
at Springvale, and will provide more loops and
access to more natural areas, such as the tamarack
bog.
» Over 2.5 miles of trails are groomed for cross-country
skiing in the winter months. Additionally, the 4-mile
natural surface trails used for mountain biking are
used for snow-shoeing during snowy months.
2 -2
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» Large events and family gatherings are supported
at Springvale, with parking facilities, restroom and
water facilities, and a large covered shelter, which is
nestled within the park’s natural setting while being
accessible from the primary parking area.
» Lake access for canoeing, kayaking, and fishing is
provided with a dock and landing area near the
southern entrance of the park. This area affords
incredible views at sunset, as well as an expansive
view of autumnal color. Future improvements
around the lake will provide additional elevated
views with a bird-blind for expanded bird-watching,
as well as shoreline restoration to increase water
quality.
» Horseback riding is another popular recreational
activity at Springvale Park. Today, over 2.5 miles of
mowed trail are available for horse riders, as well as
space for horse trailers at both the north and south
entrance. Future improvements at the park will
provide designated horse trailer parking from the Lily
Street entrance, as well as further separating horse
trails from hiking trails for continued enjoyment.
» Interpretive panels throughout the park provide
visitors with contextual information about the
natural history and ecology of the area. With future
improvements of the trail network, interpretation
will continue to play a large part in the park, with
designated topics to be emphasized, such as native
plant restoration, hydrology, and geomorphology.

Shaded bench seating provided throughout the trail network

Picnic shelter for gathering

View of south parking area from paved trail

Interpretive panels overlooking restoration areas
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8 Miles

CRITERIA #2:
PROVIDES A NATURAL AND SCENIC SETTING OFFERING A COMPELLING SENSE OF PLACE
The striking characteristic of the landscape of
Springvale Park lies in the presence of a myriad of
ecological communities, converging within the
boundaries of the park. Each of these ecosystems
represent unique biological communities found
throughout the region and the state, reflecting the
richness in habitat for wildlife, as well as the cultural
history of the people who have inhabited this place
over time.
The park lies within the Anfinson’s Archaeological
Region 3: Central Deciduous Lakes, with proximity
to Region 4: Central Coniferous Lakes (generally
located in central and east central Minnesota). The
landscape consists of a patchwork of moraines, till
plains and outwash plains. A lateral moraine, located
in the northeast area of Springvale, along with the
presence of Johnny’s Lake, are a testament to the
glacial activity of thousands of years ago. The park’s
complex topographic relief, formed by sediment
deposition and melting blocks of ice left behind as
the glacier retreated, has resulted in kame and kettle
landscape with a mix of hydric and non-hydric soils.
According to the Minnesota DNR Ecological
Classification System, Springvale Park is located on
the edge of the Mille Lacs Uplands and Anoka Sand
Plain Ecological Subsections, Within the Western
Uplands and Northern Minnesota and Ontario
Peatlands Sections, and within the Laurentian Mixed
Forest and Eastern Broadleaf Forest Ecological
Provinces. The gently rolling hills, open fields of
savanna, variety of wetlands, hardwood forests
and coniferous stands are all representative of the
multitude of ecological communities present here.

serving as stewards for this model. Much of this
work has centered around restoring the native
prairie and savanna of the outwash plain area.
Prairies were once the most prevalent landscape
form throughout the state. Today, less than 2% of
the original prairie exists, due to settlement and
conversion to agricultural uses. In prehistoric times,
this area was likely home to musk ox and barren
ground caribou, followed by large herds of bison,
beaver, moose, and black bears. Today, the restored
prairie within Springvale Park supports habitat for
many bird species, such as sandhill cranes, bald
eagles, bobolinks and lark sparrows. With proximity
to Johnny’s Lake and dappled wetland areas
throughout, the park provides much needed water
source and habitat for migratory birds and other
species such as Blanding’s turtles, snapping turtles,
hognose snakes, gopher snakes and bull snakes.
Where appropriate, interpretive panels explain the
ecology and restoration activities to maintain the
park. Future improvements will continue to provide
interpretive elements to share the history of the
landscape and geomorphology with visitors.
The Minnesota County Biological Survey (MCBS)
tracks the distribution and status of the state’s flora,
fauna and native plant communities. Figure 2.3
shows the the park’s location today within a larger
complex of sites of significant biodiversity, with
varying degrees of quality in relation to each other.

The remnants of the spruce tree farm and small pine
plantation in the northwest area of the park are
also indicative of the rich history of agro-forestry of
central and northern Minnesota regions.
Since the acquisition of the parkland, Isanti
County has been actively working to restore and
maintain the landscape for ecological function,
Brilliant fall color at Springvale Park

Regional Significance

2-5

Mille Lacs State
Wildlife Management
Area
Rum River
State Forest

15

1 0 m i ra

mi

ra d

ius

diu s

Dalbo Wildlife
Management Area
5 m i ra diu

s

Springvale
Park

Wild
River
State
Park

Kunkel State
Wildlife
Management
Area

Sherburne National
Wildlife Refuge
Grams
Regional
Park

Anderson
Park

Lake George
Regional Park
Carlos Avery State
Wildlife Management
Area

Rum River
Central
Regional Park

Metropolitan Council, MetroGIS, Esri Canada, Esri, HERE, Garmin, SafeGraph,
FAO, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, NPS
Bunker Hills
Regional Park

0

3.5

7

14 Miles

Legend
Springvale County Park

Regional Parks

MN Counties

State Park

Water

Wildlife Management Area
State Forest

Figure 2.2 REGIONAL CONTEXT OF SPRINGVALE PARK
2 -6

Springvale Park Master Plan

Scientific and Natural Area
Other Forest Land
Fish Management Area
Aquatic Management Area

CRITERIA #3:
WELL-LOCATED TO SERVE A REGIONAL NEED AND/OR TOURIST DESTINATION
Located in the northwest quadrant of Isanti County,
Springvale Park is accessed directly from State
Highway 95, 7 miles west of Cambridge and 11 miles
east of Princeton (Mille Lacs County). The closest parks
with regional designation are Grams Regional Park
in Sherburne County (approximately 15 miles away),
and Anderson Park in Isanti County (approximately
20 miles away). Springvale Park is in the East Central
Region of the state, and is located approximately 40
miles north of the Twin Cities metropolitan area and
100 miles south of the Duluth area, with access from
Highway 65 and I-35 to the east. With proximity to the
Twin Cities metro area, Springvale Park is uniquely
located as a potential gateway to natural and scenic
areas in both the Northwest and the Northeast areas
of the state.

Springvale Park is geographically positioned
to continue to serve as a destination within the
region, complementing the following parks and
natural areas with recreational amenities:
» Dalbo Wildife Management Area
» Kunkel State Wildlife Management Area
» Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge
» Carolos Avery State Wildlife Management Area
» Mille Lacs State Wildlife Management Area
» Rum River State Forest
» Wild River State Park
» Irving and John Anderson Regional Park
» Lake George Regional Park
» Grams Regional Park

Within the context of regional and county parks and
trails of the East Central Region, Springvale Park plays
a vital role in providing a large natural-resource based
recreation destination. The Park provides high-quality,
natural resource-based recreational opportunities for
mountain biking, disc golfing, hiking, wildlife viewing,
and kayaking for visitors that cannot be found within
a 45-minute drive area.
Springvale Park is compliant and compatible with the
goals and implementation strategies outlined in the
Isanti County Parks & Recreation Plan, which has served
as primary guidance for park development in Isanti
County for the last 15 years. Isanti County is the 14th
fastest growing county in the state. As more people
continue to move to the area and developments trend
towards lower densities in rural areas, more and more
land is being converted from agricultural or open
pasture to residential or commercial uses. Today, the
pressures of surrounding land development make
preserving large tracts of high quality natural areas
for wildlife habitat, ecological function, and for public
access immensely important.

» Rum River Central Regional Park

Figure 2.3 ISANTI COUNTY PARKS
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Wide variety of passive recreation provided at Springvale Park
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CRITERIA #4:
FILLS A GAP IN RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITY WITHIN THE REGION
Springvale Park is one of six County parks in the Isanti County Parks System. Within District 4 of the GMRPTC
Districts, there are very few state parks, and there are no state parks in Isanti County. The closest state parks
are Wild River State Park to the east along the St. Croix in Chisago County, and Lake Maria State Park to the
west in Wright County. At a regional scale, Springvale is well-located to fill a 70-mile geographic gap in state
parks in the region, as well as well-suited to fill a gap in nature-based recreational opportunities.
Mountain biking, disc golfing, horseback riding, trail hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, kayaking/
canoeing, bird-watching and wildlife observation are well-loved recreational activities that are supported
through high-quality facilities found at Springvale Park. These facilities are supported by amenities such as
ADA-accessible trails, parking, trail wayfinding and signage, restrooms, drinking fountains, benches, and a
large picnic shelter for gathering. These facilities and amenities are located within a scenic landscape that is
indicative of the natural environment, topography, and ecology of the region.
There are complimentary recreational facilities located within the county, as well as at nearby city and
township parks. For example, there are mountain biking trails at Spirit River Nature Area along the Rum River
in nearby Cambridge. However, the area of Springvale (218 acres, currently), and the variety of year-round
trail options for many different users, demonstrates a significant recreational opportunity that is not found
throughout the area.

2

1

3
Springvale County Park

4

Wild River State Park
Interstate Park
Lake Maria State Park
State Parks

5

6

Figure 2.5 STATE PARKS AND GMRPTC DISTRICTS
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ACCESS AND PARK BOUNDARIES

349th Ave



3 . Site Inf or m at i o n

P

The existing boundaries of Springvale Park lie within five
parcels of land, near and adjacent to Johnny’s Lake between
State Hwy 95 on the south, and 349th Ave on the north.
While Lily St NW abuts a portion of Springvale Park’s eastern
boundary, nearly all of the land to the east and west of the
park is open space; the adjacent rolling fields, woodlands,
and wetlands make the park seem even more expansive
than it is.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

Johnny’s
Lake

P



A park entry sign and paved 21-space parking lot are
situated just north of Hwy 95 at the main entrance. Park
access is also available from 349th Ave via a small gravel
parking lot that accommodates roughly 8 cars. Park maps
are available at both entrances.

Lily St.

The park started as 108 acres of tax forfeited property
acquired by Isanti County in 1995, and has since grown to
include an additional 110 acres for a total of 218 acres of
land. Most recently, the county acquired an 8-acre parcel
along Lily Street on the park’s eastern boundary.

State Hwy 95

Figure 3.1 		
ACCESS AND BOUNDARIES

Springvale Park spans a zone of geologic transition, with Anoka Sand Plain soils on the south and west, and
Mille Lacs Upland clays to the north and east. The park’s topography reveals evidence of the last glaciation,
featuring a lateral moraine (which formed along the glacier’s outer edge). The park’s complex topographic
relief, formed by sediment deposition and melting blocks of ice left behind as the glacier retreated, has
resulted in kame and kettle landscape with a mix of hydric and non-hydric soils.

Site Information
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Johnny’s Lake

Figure 3.2 HYDROGRAPHY
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WATER RESOURCES
County Ditch 11 flows from Springvale’s northwest corner, south into Johnny’s Lake, and drains from there
into a wetland on the park’s southeast corner. The park’s roughly two dozen wetlands allow surface runoff
to move off and slowly through the landscape, and feature more than 1-mile of wetland shoreline.

Johnny’s Lake in the Fall

Springvale wetland

Johnny’s Lake’s outlet

Site Information
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Figure 3.3 LAND COVER TYPES
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LAND COVER
The park consists of gently rolling hills, open fields of savanna, numerous wetlands, hardwood forests,
remnants of a spruce tree farm to the north, and a small pine plantation. Marschner’s Map of pre-settlement
vegetation classified this area as “oak openings and barrens.” Often occurring between prairie and big
woods ecosystems, this habitat reinforces the park’s location at a point of transition in the landscape.
There is no Minnesota Land Cover Classification Service (MLCCS) data for the park; however, Figure 3.3
illustrates the multitude of land cover types on-site. The areas shown as grassland are actively managed
restored prairie or savanna in good condition. The conifer plantations are a mix of aging spruce and pine,
which provides valuable wildlife habitat, but will need to be managed in the future to remove dead and
dying trees and promote regeneration and succession. Mature stands of deciduous forest include oak,
maple, and basswood species. Stands of pale-barked aspen and white birch are hallmarks of the early
successional and transitional forest areas. The park’s large number and diversity of wetlands is unique, with
floating scrub/shrub/sedge bogs in the northeast corner, and a tamarack bog in the northwest corner.
According to the 2011 Springvale County Park Oak Savanna Ecological Restoration and Management Plan,
“97 Species in Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) are known or predicted to occur within the Anoka Sand Plain.
These SGCN include 39 species that are federal or state endangered, threatened, or of special concern. Several
plant species and some birds that are threatened or endangered are found preferentially in oak savanna habitats.
Among the plants are giant yellow hyssop, purple milkweed, cream gentian, upland boneset, wild hyacinth, and
yellow pimpernel. The red-headed woodpecker, a now relatively uncommon bird, also prefers savanna habitat.
This landform is well-known for sandhill cranes, trumpeter swans, bald eagles, bobolinks, and lark sparrows. The
park’s dry prairies associated with scattered wetlands provide excellent habitat for Blanding’s turtles, snapping
turtles, both species of hognose snakes, gopher snakes, and bull snakes. The park also serves as an important
corridor and stopover site for migratory birds.”

Deciduous Forest

Restored Prairie

Aged Spruce Stand

Oak Woodland along Prairie Edge

Site Information
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67.62 Acres
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Figure 3.4 SPRINGVALE PARK EXISTING CONDITIONS
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EXISTING RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES
Springvale’s development thus far has focused on providing a mix of passive and active recreation
opportunities that highlight views across expansive meadows and wetlands, and immerse visitors in a
variety of habitats. While all of the trails are technically multi-use (pedestrians, bikers, equestrians), they are
sized and surfaced to suit certain user groups.

TRAILS

PARKING

PAVED MULTI-USE
The park has 1.44 miles of paved, multi-use trail that
forms an ADA-accessible north-south spine between
the two entrances. Along this route, visitors can
access the picnic shelter, restroom, water, paddle
launch, interpretive signs, and wayfinding maps.

A paved, 21-space parking lot is located off of Hwy
95 at the main entrance. Park access is also available
from 349th Ave via a small gravel parking lot that
accommodates approximately (8) vehicles.

NATURAL SURFACE
The park has 2.2 miles of mown turf, crushed
aggregate, and packed earth natural surface trails
that offer the most immersive way to experience
Springvale’s landscape. These trails are the preferred
routes for horseback riding. This network of trails can
be accessed off of the paved main trail, and crosses
the single track trails in spots.
MOUNTAIN BIKING/SINGLE TRACK TRAILS
One of Springvale’s most popular amenities, the
nearly 4 miles of single track trail that winds through
the park provides opportunities for mountain bikers
to hone their skills on boulders, jumps, banked turns,
narrow boardwalks, and more. An expansion of the
track has already been designed, with more trails
planned to be installed in 2023, for a total of 6.15
miles of completed track.
WINTER USE
The main paved trail is groomed/packed in the
winter for easy access to winter walking. A 2.5 mile
cross-country ski loop is groomed for classic skiing
as weather allows. Fat tire biking is popular on the
single track trails. The remainder of the park is open
for snowshoeing.

DISC GOLF
Springvale Park has a popular 18-hole disc golf
course that is home to a weekly league and
hosts annual tournaments. Weaving in and out of
woodlands, fields, and even a pine plantation, the
course allows visitors to play through a beautiful mix
of surroundings.

PICNICKING
The park has one picnic shelter, sited roughly 900’
from the park entrance, which accommodates
about 12 people. It can be rented for a fee of $50.00.
Picnic tables and benches are located throughout
the southern half of the park, but are lacking from
Springvale’s northern half.

WATER ACCESS
A canoe launch is located on the eastern shore of
Johnny’s Lake, near the picnic shelter.

GEOCACHING
Geocaching, a sort of high tech treasure hunt, draws
visitors from throughout Minnesota, and gives
visitors a purposeful reason to explore the park.

WAYFINDING AND INTERPRETIVE
SIGNAGE
Interpretive signs are located throughout the park,
but would benefit from updated content and new
panels. Park wayfinding is in mixed condition, with
newer maps available at both entrances, and some
older maps in need of updating elsewhere.
Site Information
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
Dying spruce
stand.
Manage
invasives
and promote
natural
regeneration

Aging evergreen stand. Could
selectively clear and add low
ropes / forest play and kidfocused bike skills features.

If play area created,
expand parking and
add shelter to picnic
area.
Interpret lateral
moraine and geology
Views of adjacent
residential

Good spot for
boardwalk
connection from
main trail

Beautiful borrowed
views of oak point.
Opportunity for
observation area.
Tough topography.
Mountain bike
trails would need
to be reworked
to accommodate
access from main
trail to boarwalk.

This new 8-acre parcel
provides access off of
Lily St. Potential for
small trailhead lot with
picnicking/restrooms.
Could provide wetland/
pond boardwalk trails.
Potential
nature play
area or
kid-focused
bike skills
features?

Enhance pocket
wetland as
showcase
demonstration
wetland.
Create overlooks
and/or perimeter
wetland boardwalk
to explore habitat.
Potential rustic
group camp or
gathering space
overlooking
wetland

Potential future park
expansion area would allow
better trail separation, trail
extensions, and space for
additional amenities.
Clearing with beautiful
views down to water

Current water access is a long way to
carry a craft from the current parking
lot. Potential transition to dock/
shore fishing or lake overlook.

Lake outlet.
Opportunity to interpret hydrology
Popular photography spot where native
vegetation gets trampled. Opportunity to
either attempt to prevent this use (create
a paddle launch here), or to embrace and
formalize with amenities (overlook)

Interpret
Anoka Sand Plain/
Mille Lacs Upland
Border
Could formalize area
between existing
shelter and Lake with
demonstration gardens
and create a lakeside
sunset overlook

Potential
parallel parking
expansion
Potential
angled parking
expansion
County-owned parcel with little connection to park

Figure 3.5 SPRINGVALE PARK ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES
Springvale Park has a well-developed trail network that winds through a diverse canvas of habitats. While
some of the park’s amenities are limited or inconveniently located, there are opportunities to expand
facilities and programming to better serve visitors.

ISSUES
» The south parking lot is laid out inefficiently, and could more than double the amount of parking
available with expansion of parking rows to the east and west. Additionally, there is space for parallel
parking along the service road to the maintenance facility that could be used as needed during events.
» The picnic shelter’s distance from the parking lot and the absence of adjacent restrooms or water (these
amenities are located 700’ away from the shelter, near the entry) make renting this shelter less popular
than it could be.
» Potential paddlers have to portage their watercraft 0.2 miles from the parking lot to the designated
launch, which likely discourages visitors from getting out onto Johnny’s Lake.
» While there are interpretive panels around the park, they would benefit from updated content and a more
compelling integration with the trail network.

OPPORTUNITIES
» There are several areas with the potential for striking views that, with some clearing and formalized trail
access, would offer great opportunities for overlooks.
» Acquisition of the 8-acre parcel on the park’s eastern edge offers utility connections that would make a
logical location for a picnic area / trailhead. This site is well-positioned to connect to future single-track
trails and the natural surface trail network, and its proximity to a large, open wetland makes a boardwalk
an interesting possibility. There may be space for a small bike skills park or nature play area here.
» There are no accommodations for overnight use at Springvale Park, but the park has spaces that could
work for rustic or group camping.
» The park’s former spruce stand is in need of management to promote healthy succession. If selective
clearing takes place, it may be possible to site a nature play area or bike skills park among the remaining
trees. Adding a picnic shelter, restrooms, and water if a play facility is constructed would make the north
end of the park an attractive destination.
» The park has acres of wetlands, but virtually no boardwalks as part of its trail system. Two wetlands in
the northwest quadrant and the open wetland along the park’s eastern edge would all provide ADA
accessible opportunities for exploration, education, and interpretive elements that highlight these
important habitats.
» A planned single-track mountain bike trail expansion would create a loop to the south end of the park.
» There is space for expansion of existing parking areas, which may be necessary as features are added.
» Potential acquisition of 18-acres along the park’s eastern border would provide relief or more trail users
and trail types, with space for additional single track trails, mowed trails, and cross-country ski routes
through a high quality and scenic prairie landscape.

Site Information
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4. Visio n, Tr e n ds & Val u es
DEMOGRAPHICS
As defined by the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission, the East Central district of
Minnesota consists of 8 counties: Benton, Chisago, Isanti, Meeker, Morrison, Sherburne, Stearns, and Wright.
Although this is the smallest district out of the 6 districts, it is the fastest growing by population with a 7.4%
increase since 2010. The counties located in the East Central district consist of a mix between urban, town,
and rural areas, with an overall population of 578,396 (2015-2019). The primary industry employers in this
region are health care (16.4% of jobs) and manufacturing (14.2% of jobs).
The median age of residents in the district is higher than the statewide average, with most residents being
between the ages of 45 and 54. Data from MN Compass shows that 12.4% of residents in the East Central
district have a disability. According to 2015-2019 estimates, 90.7% of residents in the East Central district are
white, with the largest minority populations being Black/African American (3.0%) or Hispanic/Latino (2.8%).
Isanti County, while predominately comprised of white residents at 95.3%, has grown more diverse in the
last 10 years with slight increases of residents reporting from all other races and ethnic groups.
The median household within the East Central district ranges from one county to the next, with the lowest in
Morrison County ($54,962) and the highest in Sherburne County ($85,818). The average median household
income for the region is $69,295. The median household income for Isanti County is $72,473, making it the
county within the East Central Region with household incomes closest to the median for the region, and
very similar to values listed for the state ($71,306).

Disc golf pad at Springvale Park
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According to the CDC, 35.2% of Minnesotans are obese (2020). A 2014 study found that communities that
offer parks & trails with outreach can increase the number of people who exercise at least 3 times per week
by 25% (Parks & Trails Council of Minnesota). Health benefits linked to daily physical activity, such as walking
or hiking can lower the risk for heart disease, diabetes, cancer, and obesity. Exposure to nature and the
outdoors has also been linked to better mental health and well-being for people of all ages and abilities.

RECREATION TRENDS IN THE REGION
As COVID-19 strained communities, access to the outdoors matters now more than ever. During periods of
quarantine, parks and public land have seen some of their highest usage in modern times, and local officials
reported a dramatic uptick in visitors. Understanding the demand for resources and providing accessibility
to these resources can prove to further benefit the emotional and physical well-being of communities.
According to the GMRPTC strategic plan, natural resource-based parks and non-motorized trails are listed as
priorities for the East Central district. The plan recommends including having a broad array of recreational
opportunities in order to attract a wide range of user groups and populations. Recreational features that
would fall under these categories include, but are not limited to:
» Camping – cross section of non-seasonal camper and tent types, including camper cabins
» Picnicking and picnic shelters
» Walking trails (paved)
» Hiking trails (natural)
» Biking trails (paved)
» Mountain biking trails (natural)
» Cross-country skiing trails
» Horseback riding trails (natural)
» Natural center/interpretation trails
» Nature-scape play areas
» Outdoor amphitheater, if befitting the setting
Of these recreational features listed, trails are one of the items that continue to be a high demand
recreational facility. They offer a wide-variety of use, and the data collected during the pandemic has proven
that they are a necessity for the health and wellness of communities. This makes them a large focus of
master planning efforts to come. Many people report that they do not use trails because they are unsure of
where they go or how to access them safely. Incorporating walking loops into parks and larger trail systems
can bring up to 80% more users, over twice as many seniors, and 90% higher physical activity throughout
and entire park.
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Another activity that saw a dramatic increase during the COVID-19 crisis was camping. As more traditional
vacations and hospitality opportunities decreased, people took to the outdoors. Camping provides an
affordable and safe way for leisure travellers to vacation. RV and camping trailers, backpacking and camping
equipment, and reservations were backed-up for months as families and individuals looked for camping and
passive recreation opportunities. The 2021 North American Camping Report finds the number of active U.S.
households (meaning households that identify as campers, but may not necessarily camp each year) grew
by a record 3.9 million households in 2020, with a record reported influx of first-time campers. As camping
attracts new guests, its audience has become more diverse. In fact, 6-in-10 first-time campers are now from
non-white groups. Not only are more people camping, they are also camping more often.
Without the right facilities and amenities in place, inclement weather can inhibit outdoor play, family trips
to the park, and outdoor recreational activities during the colder winter months. A recent study found that
while use of parks spiked in the summer months, time spend outdoors during the winter decreased for
some to only an average of 47.8 minutes per day, with low activity on weekends. Offering passive and active
recreation opportunities, such as cross-country skiing and snow-shoeing, to communities helps to combat
the winter blues, keep users active and physical, and promotes emotional and mental well-being.

VISION FOR SPRINGVALE
Since the initial land acquisition by Isanti County in 1995, Springvale Park has served as a destination for
passive recreation, small gatherings, and experiencing a broad range of ecological communities found at
crossroads of multiple geological and hydrological systems.
The vision for this park includes the following elements:
» Provide high quality and well-maintained trails and facilities to serve a wide variety of users, including walkers,
cyclists, mountain bikers, horse back riders, cross-country skiers, paddlers, wildlife viewers, and disc golfers.
» Continuation of best management practices for restoration and function of all natural areas within the park,
including expansion of current management practices to address long-term sustainability of woodlands,
prairie, lake and lakeshore, tamarack bog, and moraine as high-quality habitat for birds, fish, and wildlife.
» Provide park amenities and facilities that allow for people of all ages and abilities to comfortably and
enjoyably visit the park for a few hours or for an entire day. This includes addressing parking needs, addressing
ADA accessibility, as well as providing wayfinding, interpretation, drinking water, places to sit and rest,
restrooms, and shelters.
» Future park amenities should be developed with low-impact to surroundings, with a priority for maintaining
the natural setting and views, ecological function, and wildlife habitat value over time. This applies to any
potential land acquisition for future park expansion.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
LETTER TO PROPERTY OWNERS
At the beginning of the project, a letter was sent to all nearby residents and property owners within 1 mile
of the park. This letter provided information about the project and encouraged residents and property
owners to contact County staff with ideas and concerns, as well as provided instructions for using the online
survey tools. Later on in the project, another letter was sent to the same stakeholders (140 in total), which
included a summary of the project to-date and a color, printed copy of the Draft Development Plan and Trail
Plan. Recipients of the letters were invited to contact the Isanti County Parks and Recreation Department to
provide feedback, as well as invited to participate in the online survey (Konveio). Two residents responded
with the following summary of comments:
» Need to consider adjacent hunting lands with new park programs or amenities. Kayaking may conflict with
waterfowl hunting that occurs along the lakeshore.
» Concern about long-term viability of park amenities and wildlife habitat value of park with nearby truck rallies
happening on a private property.

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
A community open house was held on Tuesday, October 5th, 2021. The open house was formatted for both
in-person and virtual (web-based) participation. The purpose of the open house was to present the Draft
Development Plan and the Draft Trail Plan, gather feedback and answer questions. Mural, a virtual notetaking application, was used to gather feedback during the event. The feedback received during that process
included the following:
» Appreciation for accessible components to the draft plan
» Low-impact park development is a priority for nearby residents
» Even with separated horse trails, still concern about trail maintenance, trail conflict with horse riding use
» Park gets heavy use by hikers in winter – need to make sure that hikers are aware of where they are allowed, to
keep trails in good condition for cross-country skiing.
» Trail on top of esker should have both an option for skiing and hiking in the winter since this is very popular
with both users.
» Suggestion to connect the Lily Street trailhead/entrance with a paved trail connection to the existing spine trail
through the park.
» Suggestion to focus new parking areas along Lily Street and 349th Ave, to avoid traffic congestion along Hwy
95.
To view the Mural board, click here:
https://app.mural.co/t/hkgi4121/m/hkgi4121/1629988458592/96dcc80dc7757913fb25500099b6e1cbe27f5e2
7?sender=ueed394ac87b840fe22d75588
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KONVEIO
The Draft Development Plan and Draft Trail Plan were posted on the project website and community
members were invited to comment directly on the ideas through an application called Konveio. This
application allowed comments to be viewed by others, as well as ‘up-vote’ or ‘down-vote’ ideas or provide
further comment. A total of (8) comments were collected during Phase 2 of engagement. Below is a
summary of this feedback:
» Suggestion to add water fountains with low access for dogs
» Concern about potential vandalism with new park features in the north
» Support for parking expansion on north side
» Concern for trail conflict with disc golf fairway at hole #10 where there are proposed expanded natural surface
and mowed trails.
» Suggestion for adding more basket poles for variation in disc golf course.
» Concern that future play areas near south shelter with encroach on restored prairie habitat.
» Concern that wetland areas aren’t eye-catching or interesting (as-is) for future interpretive elements.
» Support for adding native pollinator plants and improvements to water quality and wildlife habitat.
To view the Konveio board, click here:
https://hkgi.konveio.com/springvale-park-draft-development-plan

SOCIAL PINPOINT
Social Pinpoint is a web-based mapping tool that allows anyone to visit a website and enter comments
about a project, dragging themed markers on to a map. Social Pinpoint allows users to provide ideas and
share concerns about specific places within the park. Comments left by participants are able to be read by
others as well as open for voting whether other people ‘like’ or ‘dislike’ a comment.
Feedback on Springvale Park was collected from June to September through this tool. Over that duration,
861 people visited the site, leaving 27 comments that influenced the development plan for the park. Visitors
to the site were given the following markers to use on the map: ‘Things I Like’, ‘Concerns’, and ‘Ideas’.
While the Social Pinpoint site is now closed to new comments, you can still visit the site to read all of the
comments that were provided during community engagement for this plan.
https://hkgi.mysocialpinpoint.com/springvale-park

Vision, Trends & Values

4-5

WHAT WE HEARD (PHASE 1)
The following comments were received throughout Phase 1 (Gather Information):

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT COMMENTS
The following comments were received through the websites Social Pinpoint and Mural. All comments are
keyed to Figure 4.2.

IDEAS & SUGGESTIONS

!1 Idea for a boardwalk in the northwest area of the park
all this area undeveloped for wildlife. It’s so marshy
!2 Keep
anyway. The birds and other fauna like it.
boardwalk through an area of the tamarack
!3 Construct
bog
parking area for horse trailers. I ride my horses
!4 Enlarge
here a few times a month spring-fall, and get blocked

24
!
25
!
26
!

7

6

in from other trailers or vehicles sometimes. Also, add
better marked horse trails from that parking lot to the
main trial. I find we have to ride the paved trail to get to
the approved horse trails.
A bathroom at this parking lot we like this end it’s
quieter but no bathroom makes it hard on the little ones
maybe add a few ports potty’s at different locations on
the tarred walking path
I would like to see the paved trail extend to make a
complete loop around the park.
Add another bench
Add boardwalk around this wetland
Turn this into parking lot for horse trailers
This could be an adventure play or kid oriented area
Could be a new trailhead or parking area from Lily Street
Create additional trail head parking
Ski trails for expanded areas
Expand park to add additional trails near the south
entrance including single track, paved trail, and ski trails.
Horse access to lake for horses to go in and play. Maybe
not at this point, but somewhere where we can get
down into lake safely and not bother other users.
Construct observation platform overlooking the lake
Make this entire section of single track one way traffic
and build a new return track from North end trails back
to the South parking lot
Consider a “natural” play space for children. Climbing
features, boulders, logs. Something like at Irving & John
Anderson County Park.
Add more cross-county ski trails.
Find some loops, separate trail uses
Have lights around parking lot to deter vandalism.
Add permanent vault restroom
A hitching rail for horses, so we can use picnic area
or bathroom. Maybe a wheelbarrow/pitch fork and
pit across road for manure disposal. Also horse trail
connecting to current trails from this point.
5

!5
!6
!7
!8
!9
10
!
11
!
12
!
13
!
14
!
15
!
16
!
17
!

I LIKE THIS
27 I like having a picnic table at this location. Thank you.
!
28 Benches and seating seem to be enough as-is
!
29 I like the way the disc golf course mingles with the
!
mountain bike trail
30
! Please keep this area open to prairie.

4

CONCERNS
2

37 North end has more mischief
!
38 I know this teeter totter cycle track feature is a favorite, but
!
it is so very loud. If there is anything to muffle the clanging,

!

7

19
!
20
!
21
!
22
!
23
!

39
!
40
!

1

3

7

3
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2

2

I would truly appreciate it. The youth like to “play” on it and
make it clang repeatedly.
The designation of trails as cross country ski trails, walking
trails, and bike trails overall needs to be clarified and marked
more clearly.
This area has very limited prairie now due to the disc golf
mowing. It is great that disc golf is so popular, but the sign
designating oak savanna doesn’t fit this location. Please
consider the balance of disc golf and open prairie for
pollinators.
Groomed ski trail is difficult to keep other users off because
of bottleneck
Bottleneck at the south parking lot
Too little parking for such a jewel in a community with a g-ro-w-i-n-g population.
South parking is at max capacity at events
2

3

2

18

1

31 Closure of HWY 95 for the summer into fall
!
32 Usually more parking opportunity on the north end
!
33 Snowshoe here in the winter
!
34 People use this spot for picnicking and resting
!
35 This is a recent addition to the park
!
36 Need to mark ski trail on map
!

3

6

3

COMMENTS

1

2

1

9

2

8

Relief of trail usage with expansion
Add a changing station of some kind for bikers to avoid
having to change clothes in vehicles
Emergency Call Box with security camera to capture all
vehicle plates would detour crime and break-ins. Also at
North entrance.

2

41
!
42
!
43
!
44
!

1

7

31

349th Ave NW

4
5

32

37

6
i

2

27

3

1

Lily St NW

i

9

8
7

38

9

35

10

8

8
8

10

10
9

11 12

9

11

7
11

10

11

12

39
33

7

28

6

34

7

29

12

30
36

12
15

6

14

15

!

6

13
13

13

5

14

15

i

14

16

13
14

16

5

5

!

15

16
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5 . Deve l opm en t M a s t er P la n
DEVELOPMENT GOALS
The following goals were developed during the 2021 planning process These goals have served as guidance
while creating the Development Master Plan and will continue to guide Isanti County Parks as they
implement the Development Master Plan over the next 10 years.

Provide high quality
and well-maintained
trails and facilities to
serve a wide variety of
users, including walkers,
cyclists, mountain bikers,
horse back riders, crosscountry skiers, paddlers,
wildlife viewers, and disc
golfers.

Continue managing for
the restoration and
ecological function of
all natural areas for high
quality habitat for birds,
fish, and wildlife within
the park, including areas
of woodlands, prairie,
lake and lakeshore, and
the tamarack bog.

Provide park amenities
and facilities that
allow for people of
all ages and abilities
to comfortably and
enjoyably visit the park
for a few hours or for an
entire day. This includes
addressing parking and
ADA accessibility, as well
as providing wayfinding,
interpretation, drinking
water, places to sit and
rest, restrooms, and
shelters.

Future amenities should
be developed with lowimpacts to the park and
surroundings, with a
priority for maintaining
the natural setting
and views, ecological
function, and wildlife
habitat value over
time. This applies to any
potential land acquisition
for future park expansion.

Development Master Plan
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DEVELOPMENT MASTER PLAN
The Development Master Plan (see diagram to the left) outlines potential future improvements throughout
the park, including ideas for potential additional land acquisition areas.
Future projects are organized by location and keyed to images and descriptions throughout the next few
pages.

LAKESHORE IMPROVEMENTS

LAKESHORE
RESTORATION
Restore lakeshore area
around proposed lookout
area to improve shoreline
and provide a backdrop
of colorful, pollinatorfriendly plants.

2

3

PADDLE LAUNCH
Provide a handicapaccessible paddle launch
for canoeing and kayaking
on Johnny’s Lake, within
walking distance of the
south parking lot.

5
OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Provide a small gathering area for outdoor
instruction within the natural setting of the park.
Adjacent overlook to the wetland area.

18-ACRE ACQUISITION AREA

1

SOUTH ENTRY

4

LAKE OVERLOOK WITH
BIRD BLIND
A bird blind / overlook
structure along the
north shore of Johnny’s
Lake for viewing wildlife.
This would include
constructing an additional
spur from the paved trail.

6

SOUTH PARKING AND
ENTRYWAY
Land swap to provide
additional buffer and
clearance for parking lot
expansion. Install a fence
around county garage and
provide overflow parking
along access road.

7

EXPANDED TRAILS
With potential future
land acquisition in this
area, the single track and
mowed trail network can
be improved to provide
loops to the south entry
and the new Lily Street
entry to the park.

RUSTIC CAMPING
Future land acquisition
could provide a location
for rustic camping (walkin tent sites). This longerterm improvement would
require additional shower
upgrades at restrooms.

Development Master Plan
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LILY STREET TRAILHEAD / ENTRANCE

8

9

BEGINNERS BIKE SKILLS PARK
Currently, Springvale Park provides
an excellent network of single track
bike trails. The Lily Street Entrance
could provide a place for younger
riders to work on skills in an open
setting, with a smaller track / loop
and adjacent seating area for
families.

10

DESIGNATED HORSE TRAILER
PARKING
Parking designed specifically for
horse trailers and added amenity for
horse riders could be included with
parking and trailhead amenities at
the Lily Street entrance.

PICNIC SHELTER
A picnic shelter at the Lily Street
entrance, along with trailhead
amenities such as wayfinding, trash/
recycling receptacles, and drinking
fountain can provide a place for
horse riders or other groups to
gather before or after heading out
on the trails.

PRAIRIE OBSERVATION AREA

11
BOARDWALK AND PRAIRIE
OVERLOOKS
This area of the park provides
superior open views of a prairie
in restoration. A boardwalk can
provide an accessible walking path
and allow for better views of wildlife
throughout the area.
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12
NATURAL SURFACE, MOWED AND
PAVED TRAIL EXPANSION
With the Lily Street Entrance
providing more access to the trail
network and potential future land
acquisition, there is some room to
expand the current natural surface.
mowed, and paved trail network
to provide more circulation loops
and complete Phase III single track
mountain bike trails throughout the
park, while still maintaining a light
touch on the land.

NORTH / WEST IMPROVEMENTS

13
DEMONSTRATION WETLAND
WITH INTERPRETIVE ELEMENTS
The wetland within the curve of
the existing paved trail provides
an intimate experience and view,
making it an excellent space for a
demonstration project for wetland
restoration, along with colorful
interpretive displays to tell the story
of wildlife and ecology.

16
FOREST NATURE PLAY
Adjacent to a new picnic shelter
in the north area of the park, play
features with loose parts (wood)
can provide a unique area for kids
to explore fort-building and naturebased adventure play.
Nature-based play is also proposed
for the area near the existing picnic
shelter located near the south end
entrance to the park.

14
TAMARACK WETLAND
BOARDWALK
Today, this area of the park is
not accessible by trail. A future
boardwalk and lookout areas, along
with seating and interpretation can
be constructed to provide access
and education about this unique
feature of the park, with minimal
disturbance of the land, water, and
vegetation.

15
PICNIC SHELTER
Within short walking distance of the
North Parking area, a new picnic
shelter can provide a destination for
small groups to gather within the
forest setting.

17
RESTROOMS
Additional restrooms with pit
toilets will provide trail users and
park visitors a needed amenity on
the north side of the park, near
the parking entrance. There will
be 3 new vault toilets, one at each
parking area.

Development Master Plan
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TRAIL PLAN
Expansion and designation of trails for specific users and uses will allow the trail system to be accessible,
enjoyable, and efficiently maintained over time. The trail plan outlines how the trails and trail construction at
Springvale can be designated to serve specific user groups, using signage and wayfinding to direct visitors
and avoid conflict. To the right is a composite trail separation plan. Below are each of the trail types shown
separately to understand how each network connects to existing and proposed features and entry ways.

NATURAL SURFACE
TRAILS

MOWED / CLEARED
TRAILS
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Natural surface, single-track
trails are intended for bicyclists
and mountain bikers. These
trails are comprised of natural
(earth) surfaces with some
steep slopes and jumps (built
features) throughout. The
proposed natural surface trails
shown within the existing park
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WAYFINDING
With so many trail options, expansion of wayfinding signage would be of great benefit to park visitors.
Signage should be durable, low impact, judiciously sited, and fitting with the park’s natural surrounds.
Wayfinding is most successful when it seems to appear when you have need for it, but otherwise blends into
the background. Three primary types of signage are proposed:

TRAILHEAD DIRECTORY
These are the most identifiable, full service signage structures
within the park. They can be two- or one-sided and include a
small roof overhang. Set at each entrance, they provide a full
map of the park’s trails and amenities along with space for
brochures, posted rules, and flyer notifications. These should be
be surrounded by an ADA-accessible surface.

TABLETOP TRAIL MAP
This single-sided sign has an angled panel set at an accessible
height and features a map of the park marked with the user’s
current location. Trail maps should be sited on an ADA-accessible
surface.

TRAIL MARKER

Wayfinding Signage Examples (clockwise from the top):
Trailhead Directory, Tabletop Trail Map, Trail Marker

These flexible panels are useful at trail intersections where users
have multiple options that may lead to different locations and/or
present various difficulties. Sticker iconography showing desired
information can be applied to both sides of the thin panel as
needed, to customize each marker, which can then be staked
into the ground without need for a foundation. Similar to other
parks in Isanti County, these trail markers can be constructed with
recycled composite plastic.

FITNESS TRAIL
Self-guided fitness trails can be integrated into the wayfinding and signage plan
throughout Springvale. Using QR codes to direct users to a website, or by posting
guidance along the trails, the trail network can provide another means of active
living opportunity for park users.

Example of a QR Fitness Trail Sign in the Maryland
National Capital Park System
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6. Ecological Stewardship Plan
Springvale County Park is a natural resource-based regional park. Springvale Park borders Johnny Lake and
sits astride the divide between the Anoka Sand Plain and the clay soils of the Mille Lacs Upland, at one of
the state’s major ecological subdivisions. The biological communities of the property consist of oak savanna,
restored prairie, conifer stands, and a diverse mix of wetlands, including floating scrub, shrub, sedge, and
tamarack bogs, all of which support an abundant variety of wildlife.

SPECIES IN GREATEST CONSERVATION NEED
There are (97) Species in Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) known or predicted to occur within the Anoka
Sand Plain. These SGCN Include 39 species that are federal or state endangered, threatened or of special
concern. The oak savanna, restored prairie, lake, and wetlands in Springvale Park provide habitat for several
threatened or endangered species, such as sandhill cranes, trumpeter swans, Blanding’s turtles, red-headed
woodpeckers, bald eagles, bobolinks, lark sparrows, gopher snakes and bull snakes. Springvale Park also
serves as an important corridor and stopover site for migratory birds. Plants found in these biological
communities include giant yellow hyssop, purple milkweed, cream gentian, upland boneset, wild hyacinth
and yellow pimpernel.

Mallard eggs at Springvale (left)

Left to right (above): trumpeter swan, red-headed woodpecker, bobolink, Blanding’s turgle, sandhill cranes

Ecological Stewardship Plan
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Vegetation Communities within the Park
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NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PLAN
The activities outlined in this plan are catered to specific habitats throughout the park. The following
management recommendations can be integrated with programming and interpretation to create
educational and interpretive opportunities that perpetuate stewardship of natural resources for future
generations.
The primary threats to healthy habitat within the park are:
» The introduction and spread of invasive species like garlic mustard, Tatarian honeysuckle, and buckthorn
spread of diseases like oak wilt
» The park’s high trail density and public access, which fragments interior habitat and increases edge conditions
which can encourage the spread of invasive species
» Increased drainage of wetlands, potentially during the repair of County Ditch 11, may cause further
degradation of the wetlands along the western boundary of the park
See Chapter 3: Site Information for detailed descriptions of the existing conditions of the park, history of the
land, soil, topography, geology, and natural plant communities.

OAK SAVANNA
Prior natural resource planning at Springvale Park includes the 2011 Oak Savanna Ecological Restoration and
Management Plan, which guided oak savanna restoration, “with a goal of attaining 25 mature trees per acre
and 10% to 50% total canopy cover.” While the 2011 plan recommends annual burns for oak savanna, 10
years on, current best practices suggest that 3 years is a reasonable prescribed burn interval.
1. Undertake a prescribed burn of savanna areas every 3-5 years, in the spring.
2. Continue tree planting in oak savanna until desired canopy cover is achieved.

PRAIRIE RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT
Isanti County has undertaken a range of prairie management activities, including seeding and regular
burning to control woody species and annual weeds. In general, the prairies are in good condition.
3. Continue established prairie management activities.

The North Prairie

Ecological Stewardship Plan
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WOODLAND AND FOREST MANAGEMENT
The highest quality forest communities are the mature Oak-Maple-Basswood forests on the north end of the
park. Overall, there is an incredible diversity of tree species in the park. There are a few butternut trees in the
park that may have been planted, one of which appears to be heavily impacted by butternut canker. Current
management activities include invasive species control (buckthorn and Tartarian honeysuckle) and targeted
tree removal (hazards, dead trees, or recreational obstacles). Aging conifer stands continue to provide
valuable wildlife habitat for animals like grouse and deer, but will need management in the future. There is
currently no evidence of garlic mustard or oak wilt in the park.
4. Removal of dead or dying conifers followed by replanting with new conifers will continue to provide wildlife
habitat and refugia.
5. Careful monitoring for invasive species like garlic mustard, especially along the bike trails and disc golf course,
is needed to manage any infestations that arise.
6. Consider a rotation of young successional forest by thinning mature trees to allow young aspen and birch to
regrow. This habitat is critical to grouse and woodcock as well as many other wildlife species.
7. Identify key grouse habitat and consider adding drumming logs. The local Ruffed Grouse and American
Woodcock Society may be a potential partner in management activities.
8. Continue to carefully monitor for oak wilt and avoid cutting oaks during the growing season.

WETLANDS
The type, density, and diversity of wetlands in the park is an essential attribute to the park’s habitat value
and hydrologic function. Reed canary grass has impacted many of the basins, particularly the western basins
affected by drainage. Restoration of these reed canary grass-infested basins would be incredibly costly and
challenging. There are some very high quality wetland plant communities within Springvale Park, including
floating scrub/shrub/sedge bogs in the NE corner and a tamarack bog in the NW corner. Johnny’s Lake is a
quality shallow lake with a healthy emergent and floating leaf plant community. The cattails identified in the
park appear to be the non-invasive broad-leaved cattail.
9. Monitor for invasive species, including narrow-leaf cattail and hybrids, and remove as they arise.
10. Consider enhancing the vegetation at the kettle wetland near the moraine in order to serve as a showcase
wetland for educational purposes.

Declining conifer stand
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LAKESHORE RESTORATION
The shoreline along Johnny’s Lake within the park has been left naturalized, which contributes to the lake’s
habitat and water quality by making it undesirable to geese. However, the lack of mown turf or trails along
the shoreline limits access for people as well, making education about this important and sometimes
misunderstood management choice tricky. A proposed lookout near the existing picnic shelter provides a
perfect opportunity to showcase a full transect of native littoral, emergent, riparian, and upland vegetation.
Including interpretive elements that address the importance of providing lakeshore habitat would be a
valuable addition to the park’s natural resource programming.
11. Create a shoreline restoration demonstration area adjacent to the park’s main overlook with showy native
species suited to the hydrologic conditions of the lake’s edge.

Illustration of a restored shoreline

Ecological Stewardship Plan
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7. Pro gramm i n g Pl an
EXISTING PARTNERSHIPS AND PROGRAMMING
In a park featuring such an interesting variety of natural resources as Springvale, providing
quality experiences that allow visitors to explore and appreciate the park’s habitats can
help transform park users into stewards, who have an attachment to the land and a desire
to protect it. Involving trusted partners in programming can help springboard feelings of
attachment and development of a stewardship ethic among participants.
Springvale Park’s 18-hole disc golf course hosts Professional Disc Golf Association (PDGA)
affiliated tournaments. Its single track trails have a formal group: Friends of Springvale Park
Mountain Biking Trails, who organize the Freezer Burn Fatbike Race at the park each winter.
Local horse riding groups also convene at Springvale for group rides.

Programming Plan
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POTENTIAL FUTURE PARTNERSHIPS AND PROGRAMMING
The expansion of interpretive elements that support education about ongoing natural resource
preservation and enhancement of the park’s habitats pair with proposed group gathering spaces to open
up opportunities for educational partnerships. Isanti County Parks has developed partnerships with schools
and extra-curricular organizations such as 4-H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and garden clubs at other parks,
which could be leveraged at Springvale. The local Ruffed Grouse and American Woodcock Society may be
interested in partnering on habitat restoration efforts, bird counts, or related educational programming. As
new features are developed, additional partnerships and programming opportunities will arise. Some ideas
include:
» Habitat exploration tours (woodland, prairie and savanna, wetland/lakeshore)
» Guided foraging
» Trainings by local naturalists, perhaps in partnership with Minnesota’s Master Naturalist program
» Seed collection events
» Volunteer work days, including invasive species removal, trail maintenance, construction of wildlife habitat,
and tree/shrub planting
» Wood duck box construction and installation
» Seasonal birding hikes
» Meet up groups at the natural play area
» Active living meetups utilizing the trail network
» Groups using the proposed outdoor classroom and rustic group camp
» Developing an orienteering course for the park, in partnership with the Minnesota Orienteering Club

INTERPRETIVE PLAN
Springvale Park has a set of interpretive signage along its pathways, but the condition of these panels varies.
This plan recommends updating or replacing those panels in disrepair and proposes adding to this suite
of interpretive signage in order to complement investments in natural resource restoration, highlight the
unique features of the park, and round out the educational topics offered. Each of the new interpretive
elements proposed is sited along the paved trail network, making them ADA-accessible. The features
should be oriented appropriately and installed at the proper height so as to be easily read by someone in a
wheelchair.
The plan also proposes a new outdoor learning space that could be used as a gathering place for groups
participating in outdoor educational programming. This feature, along with the park’s proposed overlooks,
seating, play, and picnic areas, could be designed to incorporate creative interpretive elements that prompt
curiosity about the park and the natural world.
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Figure 7.1 PROPOSED INTERPRETIVE TOPICS AND FEATURES
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INTERPRETIVE TOPICS
LAKESHORE RESTORATION
Sited at a prominent overlook of Johnny’s Lake surrounded by a new shoreline restoration demonstration
area, this location explores the liminal space between water and land with content that teaches about native
emergent, riparian, and upland vegetation that promotes healthy habitat and water quality along lakes.
LAKE OUTLET / PARK HYDROLOGY
Sited at Johnny’s Lake’s outlet, this path-side panel can illustrate the complex hydrography found at
Springvale Park, including a map of the flowpaths a drop of water could take, and graphics teaching about
the hydrologic cycle.
SANDPLAIN/ MILLE LACS UPLAND DIVIDE
Sited along a path at this geologic divide, this panel talks about soil formation, properties, types, and their
correlation with various habitats.
WETLANDS & WATER QUALITY
Overlooking a proposed boardwalk on a wetland chock full of water lillies, this panel talks about the
importance of wetlands to water quality and the role they play in the park’s ecosystem.

Precedent Imagery of Interpretive Signage and Elements
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INVASIVE SPECIES
This panel provides information on the variety of invasive species that threaten habitats like those at
Springvale Park (buckthorn, garlic mustard, Tatarian honeysuckle, etc.) and the importance of maintaining a
healthy ecosystem to support native fauna.
TALLGRASS PRAIRIE
Sited in the eastern prairie, this panel includes information on the former extents of Minnesota’s prairie
biome, some examples of the animals and plants that call it home, and the potential for a sensory
installation allowing visitors to lay in hammocks, looking up at the sky, surrounded by tallgrass prairie
bristling and swaying in the wind around them.
LATERAL MORAINES
Overlooking the park’s own lateral moraine, this panel explores Minnesota’s glacial history and the variety of
geologic formations that resulted from it (terminal and lateral moraines, drumlins, eskers, etc.)
KETTLE WETLANDS
Overlooking a kettle wetland proposed to be enhanced with identifiable
wetland species, this panel highlights species included in the restoration,
encouraging readers to spot specific plants based on the season. The
content also considers the process
of glaciation that led to the creation
of small glacial wetlands like this
one.
TAMARACK BOGS
Sited overlooking the park’s
northern tamarack bog, this panel
dives into facts about these unique
wetlands and the American Larch,
Minnesota’s only native deciduous
conifer.

Precedent Imagery of Interpretive Signage and Elements
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8 . Res earc h Pl an
PARK USER COUNTS
Today, Isanti County Parks Department collects visitor counts at Springvale Park on a monthly basis. This
data has been very consistently collected since January of 2010. A counter is set up at the south parking
lot and each vehicle is automatically counted as they enter and exit the park. This information provides a
snapshot of how use of the park fluctuates throughout the year, and is also able to show how use of the park
has grown significantly over the last 10+ years.
User counts jumped significantly between 2019 and 2020, likely due to increased need and desire for
outdoor, passive recreation opportunities as a result of the COVID-19 health crisis. Based on data collected
so far in 2021, these numbers appear to be continuing to increase, which supports a trajectory of continued
expanded use. Generally, counts over the winter months prior to 2020 were about half the number collected
over summer months. In 2020, there was an increase of almost twice the number of users over the course of
the year, most of which were accounted for over the winter months.
It should be noted that counts are based on number of vehicles entering the park; likely the actual number
of visitors is higher with the assumption that many people carpool to the park. The current methodology
for counting users could be enhanced in the future through the use of trail counts, which may provide a
more accurate number of park users, as some users may not be arriving by vehicle, and instead possibly via
walking, biking or by horseback riding.

Research Plan
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This information points to the growing need for year-round facilities and amenities that can accommodate
more users throughout all seasons of the year. As counts increase, other considerations need to be factored
when determining material choices or designs for new improvements.
Planning and implementation efforts can be tailored to specific uses and visitor needs through park counts.
Park count methodology should adhere to The Protocol for Visitor Counts and Site Intercept Surveys, as
outlined by Greater Minnesota Parks and Trails Commission.

Year

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

June

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Avg. Year Total

2010

272

33

455

585

455

382

319

334

405

417

318

453

4,724

2011

450

364

357

439

388

381

287

397

445

442

367

1212

5,556

2012

817

740

887

695

1419

685

671

1028

1037

1065

557

416

10,040

2013

421

522

598

532

881

739

914

739

846

905

555

2014

431

420

459

1955

1135

882

963

1044

1222

1552

2015

518

747

1183

2101

1512

1254

1113

1349

1278

2016

845

734

1401

1632

1971

1498

1458

1394

1299

2017

589

644

1938

1745

1728

1364

2018

1187

904

1143

1614

1870

1354

1348

2019

697

706

1143

1425

1688

1501

2020

807

666

1940

4345

6424

3155

434

7,986

476

11,568

770

753

13,788

1457

1159

634

15,482

1500

1798

1192

996

17,589

1610

1367

1837

802

604

15,640

1292

1646

1266

1579

957

667

14,519

2288

2637

2686

2450

1908

2401

28,707

Table 8.1 PARK USER COUNTS, SPRINGVALE PARK 2010 - 2020

Fall color at Springvale Park
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HABITAT / WATER MONITORING
Habitat and water monitoring through voluntary or citizen science programs can provide a significant
amount of baseline and data to help County staff respond to restoration or management needs, while also
providing an educational and fun way for park users to serve as stewards for the park.
Resources such as the Xerces Society’s Bumble Bee Watch project, the MN Bee Atlas Project, or the
Audobon Society provide ready-made options for wildlife monitoring that can easily be promoted through
interpretive elements in the park, encouraging users to see or count species. As further park development,
such as addition of camping facilities may necessitate more staff presence, further habitat or water quality
monitoring programs can be considered and implemented with staff support.

Wildlife viewing platforms and bird blinds are proposed as part of the development plan, which can
help promote future habitat and species monitoring throughout Springvale park.

REGIONAL/STATEWIDE RESEARCH INITIATIVES
Isanti County Parks is committed to participating in any on-going research, evaluation, or monitoring
initiatives related to visitation counts, use profiles, recreation demands and trends surveys.

COUNTY GIS DATA
Currently the trail system and park facilities within Springvale Park are inventoried using GIS (Geographic
Information System) data entry. As park facilities change and projects are implemented, it is recommended
that the GIS data and park maps are revisited and updated on an annual basis. Wayfinding maps installed
throughout the park should be kept up-to-date to ensure safety and enjoyment of park users.

Research Plan
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9 . I m plem e n t at i o n Pl an
PHASING
Full implementation of the Master Plan for Springvale Park is dependent on a number
of factors, namely cost, public demand, staffing, and maintenance/operations capacity.
Components of the Development Master Plan have been split into Near-Term projects (to be
accomplished in the next 1-3 years) Mid-Term projects (to be completed in 3-5 years), and
Long-term projects (to be completed in 5-10 years). In general, Near-Term projects are those
that have been most strongly identified by the community as priorities, projects that expand
the trail network and provide further use of newly acquired land, or projects that are lower
in cost or can be funded through existing funding sources. Mid-Term projects are generally
projects that introduce a new user group into the park, will require further engineering,
design, permitting, and are more costly and likely will require outside grant funding or
partnerships to complete. Long-Term projects are intended to be completed following the
near and mid-term investments, likely more than five years out. These items require further
land acquisition, coordination with local and regional agencies and municipalities, and
potentially community engagement or outreach.

Implementation Plan
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NEAR-TERM PHASE (TO BE COMPLETED IN 1-3 YEARS)
» Single-track trail expansion
» Nature play area near existing picnic shelter
» Parking expansion along maintenance drive and fencing of the maintenance yard
» Paddle launch
» Installation of wayfinding signage throughout the park
» Johnny’s Lake shoreline restoration and overlook
» Restrooms at north and south parking lots
» Interpretive panel

MID-TERM PHASE (TO BE COMPLETED IN 3-5 YEARS)
» Expansion of the trail network (all types)
» Addition of two wetland boardwalks with related overlooks
» North and south parking lot expansions
» North nature play and picnic area
» Lily Street Trailhead construction (parking, picnic shelter, restrooms, and water)
» Mountain bike skills park at the Lily Street Trailhead
» Overlooks at various habitat areas
» Outdoor learning area with nearby restrooms
» Interpretation

LONG-TERM CONSIDERATIONS (5-10 YEARS)
» Acquisition of land east of the park
» Expansion of the trail network (natural surface, boardwalk and single track)
» A group camping area and restroom updates to include showers
» A land swap to improve screening at south parking lot
» Overlook in acquisition area

COST ESTIMATES
The cost estimates shown in Table 9.1 are categorized according to the Phasing Plan and are intended
to serve as a guide for future development. Costs are based on similar projects completed in the Twin
Cities metropolitan area and may not be reflective of specific markets in Isanti County. Most costs assume
contractor construction or installation, and do not include permitting costs.
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Project Description

Quantity / Units

Single Track Trails

Lump Sum

Wayfinding Signage

Lump Sum

Parallel Parking along Maintenance Drive

22 Spaces

Fencing around Maintenance Yard

1450 LF

Near‐Term Projects (1‐3 Years)
Estimated Cost per
Estimated
Estimated Cost
Notes
Unit
Cost (Low)
(High)
$50,000 ‐ $75,000
$50,000
$75,000
Already planned
Develop designs ($5,000‐$15,000) and purchase materials to install
signs and update panels as trails are constructed. 3 single‐sided
$40,000 ‐ $85,000
$40,000
$85,000
trailhead directories, 4 angled tabletop trail maps, and 35 4"x4"
recycled plastic trail markers at $40 apiece
$2,000 ‐ $2,500
$44,000
$55,000
Gravel surface (low cost option)
6' high chain link, high cost for 8' tall black coated, plus two automated
$45 ‐ $80
$69,000
$120,000
gates. Assume $2k for each gate.
Includes interpretive sign, 110 LF of paved trail. Low cost for no
$10,000 ‐ $80,000
$10,000
$80,000
structure. High cost includes wooden platform with pre‐fab metal
ramp (ADA accessible).
Assumes 2600 SY shoreline restoration at $6‐9/SY, 225 SF overlook
$30,000 ‐ $50,000
$30,000
$50,000
deck with railings, seating. Includes interpretive sign.

Paddle Launch

Lump Sum

Shoreline Restoration and Overlook

Lump Sum

Anoka Sandplain/Mille Lacs Upland
Interpretive Panel

Each

$1,000 ‐ $3,000

$1,000

$3,000

Nature Play Area by existing shelter

Lump Sum

$50,000 ‐ $125,000

$50,000

$125,000

Restrooms at South Parking Lot

Lump Sum

$60,000 ‐ $80,000

$60,000

$80,000

Restrooms at North Parking Lot

Lump Sum

Project Description

$60,000 ‐ $80,000
Total Estimated Cost Range

Quantity / Units

$60,000
$414,000

‐

$80,000
$753,000

Assumes (2) vault toilets (to be replaced with permanent restroom
building with showers long‐term)
Assumes (2) vault toilets

Mid‐Term Projects (3‐5 Years)
Estimated Cost per
Estimated
Estimated Cost
Notes
Unit
Cost (Low)
(High)
$60.00
$186,900
$186,900
10' wide paved bituminous trail
$10.00
$7,700
$7,700
$10 ‐ $20
$16,800
$33,600
$500
$640,000
$640,000

Proposed ADA‐Accessible Paved Trails
Proposed Natural Surface Trails
Proposed Single Track Trails
East Wetland Boardwalk

3,115 LF
770 LF
1,680 LF
1,280 LF

Tamarack Bog Boardwalk and (2) Overlooks
and necessary trail reconfiguration

1,850 LF

$750,000 ‐
$1,000,000

$750,000

$1,000,000

North Nature Play and Picnic Area

Lump Sum

$125,000 ‐ $400,000

$125,000

$400,000

North Parking Lot Expansion
South Parking Lot Expansion

20 Spaces
20 Spaces

$1,000 ‐ $2,000
$1,000 ‐ $2,000

$20,000
$20,000

$40,000
$40,000

Lily Street Trailhead Entrance

Lump Sum

$275,000 ‐ 500,000

$275,000

$500,000

Lily Street Bike Skills Park

Lump Sum

$50,000 ‐ $100,000

$50,000

$100,000

North Prairie Overlook

Lump Sum

$3,000 ‐ $8,000

$3,000

$8,000

Northeast Johnny's Lake Overlook

Lump Sum

$10,000 ‐ $15,000

$10,000

$15,000

East Wetland Overlook

Lump Sum

$7,000 ‐ $10,000

$7,000

$10,000

Includes wooden decking platform, viewing binoculars, bench

Outdoor Learning Area and Wetland Overlook

Lump Sum

$30,000 ‐ $75,000

$30,000

$75,000

Clearing/grading, Includes wooden decking platform, bench, outdoor
classroom space (wooden benches, optional central firepit, outdoor
storage)

Restrooms and Invasive Species Interpretive
Panel Near Outdoor Learning Area

Lump Sum

$61,000 ‐ $83,000

$61,000

$83,000

Assumes (2) vault toilets and interpretive panel

Tallgrass Prairie Interpretive Area

Project Description
Land Swap of parcels near south entry
Eastern Land Acquisition
Proposed Single Track Trails
Proposed Natural Surface Trails

Lump Sum
$3,000 ‐ $10,000
Total Estimated Mid‐term Cost Range

Quantity / Units
Lump Sum
Lump Sum
3,100 LF
5,405 LF

$3,000
$2,205,400

‐

$6,000
$3,145,200

LS

South Entry Restroom Replacement and
Shower Building

LS

$80,000 ‐ $100,000

$80,000

$100,000

Lump Sum

$3,000 ‐ $8,000

$3,000

$8,000

665 LF

$385 ‐ $538

$250,000

North Central Wetland Boardwalk

Includes small picnic shelter ($75,000‐$200,000) and nature play area
($50,000‐$200,000)
Gravel surface (low cost option), includes drive aisle
Gravel surface (low cost option), includes drive aisle
Parking lot with (18) stalls and (3) trailer parking spaces, 75 person
Picnic Shelter with restrooms and water

Assumes mown or crushed aggregate area delineated by
boulders/decorative wood fence, with bench. Option for viewing
binoculars.
Includes 260 lf mown trail, 8'x8' wooden bird blind platform with
vertical screen, viewing binoculars, bench

Assumes interpretive sign, hammock posts

Long‐Term Projects (5‐10 Years)
Estimated Cost per
Estimated
Estimated Cost
Notes
Unit
Cost (Low)
(High)
‐
‐
‐
TBD
TBD
TBD
Appraisal required
$10 ‐ $20
$31,000
$62,000
Includes clearing, excavation/grading, turf reseeding or mulching as
$5 ‐ $10
$27,025
$54,050
needed
1/2 acre cleared area, tent pads for approximately 20 tents, fire pits,
$30,000 ‐ $60,000
$30,000
$60,000
picnic tables

Rustic Camping Area

Overlook in eastern acquisition area

Includes 985 LF paved trail connections to the boardwalk, 1850 LF
boardwalk, benches at overlooks, interpretive signage

Total Estimated Long‐term Cost Range
TOTAL PROJECTED COST RANGE

$350,000

$421,025

‐

$634,050

$3,040,425

‐

$4,532,250

Assumes (2) flush toilets with (2) shower stalls
Assumes mown or crushed aggregate area delineated by
boulders/decorative wood fence, with bench. Option for viewing
binoculars.
Cost includes 250 lf paved access from existing ADA‐accessible trail

Table 9.1 PHASED DEVELOPMENT COST ESTIMATES
Implementation Plan
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OPERATIONS + MANAGEMENT PLAN
The Isanti County Parks Department is responsible for the
operations and maintenance of Springvale County Park. The
current annual budget allotted for Maintenance and Operations
of Springvale County Park is $21,600 (see Table 9-2 below). The
annual budget will be re-evaluated as new facilities and further
development occur. The operations and maintenance budget from
the Parks Department and other County Departments ensures that
the equipment, money, and staff is in place to carry out proper
maintenance in the park. Future phases of improvements include
the addition of trails, boardwalks, signage, bicycle skills park,
group shelter, rustic camping sites, and updated restrooms. The
rise in cost of maintenance with the completion of each phase
is due to the projected increase in amenities requiring upkeep,
as well as anticipated increases in park use. Isanti County is
aware of the increased expenses that will be added to the Parks
Department budget after the completion of each additional
phase and will allocate budget accordingly. The annual operations
and maintenance budget for the fully developed master plan is
estimated at $43,300, which includes additional staff costs. Isanti
County recognizes that as facilities expand, it may need to add
dedicated park staff.

Annual Cost
(Current)

Annual Cost (with
Completed Master
Plan projects

$1,000

$2,000

Parking Lots

$1,000

$2,000

Boardwalks/Platforms

$1,000

$3,000

Benches, Tables, Bulletin Boards

$500

$1,500

Utility Costs

$500

$1,500

Operations + Maintenance Activities at
Springvale Park
Repair/Replacements
Signs

Mowing

$5,000

$7,500

Trail Maintenance

$2,000

$3,000

Waste Management

$1,000

$1,500

Vandalism Repairs

$2,000

$3,000

Restroom Services

$1,200

$7,200

Habitat Management

$2,000

$4,000

Invasive Species Management

$1,000

$2,000

Ski Trail Grooming

$2,400

$3,600

Snow Plowing

$1,000

$1,500

$0

$20,800

$21,600

$43,300
(includes additional
staff)

Staff

Totals

Table 9.2 OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE BUDGET
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Where there are opportunities for operational partnerships Isanti County will enter into a mutually
acceptable contractual agreement with partner agencies. Potential areas of exploration include camping
operations, security, park maintenance, and programming. When possible, the County will encourage and
advocate for volunteers to assist with outdoor education programs, park clean-ups and special events. It
is anticipated that a portion of future capital projects will be well-positioned to secure regional or state
funds for recreation, water quality improvements, and habitat restoration. These sources will contribute to
capital development and acquisition costs. Examples of outside funding sources include: Park Reserve Fund,
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment funds, Foundations
and non-profits, Statewide Health Improvement Program.

MANAGEMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Springvale County Park is a natural resource-based park. It is important that the focus of our master plan
is on keeping most of the park as native as possible. This includes prairie, wetland, and forest habitats.
The practice of restoring and maintaining natural landscapes eliminates some of the pollution associated
with mowing and fertilizing in favor of a less intensive maintenance regime. Ongoing and continued
management activities include: planting / seeding, prescribed burning, disease control, and invasive species
removal. The Natural Resources Management Plan and the Ecological Stewardship chapter of this master
plan lay the groundwork for accomplishing care for ecological resources. The ecological work, carefully
integrated with improvements in park facilities and trails, create educational and interpretive opportunities
that can promote and perpetuate park stewards for years to come.

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE INCLUDES REPAIR,
REPLACEMENT AND BUDGETING FOR:
» signs
» parking lots
» boardwalks and platforms
» benches and tables
» utility costs
» mowing
» trail maintenance (clearing, etc.)
» waste management
» graffiti removal / vandalism
» restroom services
» habitat management
» invasive species management
» XC ski trail grooming
» snow plowing

Implementation Plan
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Completing the Development Master Plan, as
outlined in Chapter 5, will require significant
funding, not only for construction of new facilities,
but also for on-going maintenance of existing and
future facilities.
Capital improvement projects in Springvale Park
have been implemented through a combination of
funding sources: grant funding, capital improvement
funding, volunteer hours, partnerships with local
organizations and agencies, and monetary or land
donations. It is anticipated that a portion of future
capital projects will be well-positioned to secure
regional or state funds for recreation, water quality
improvements, and habitat restoration.

GENERAL FUNDS
General funds are typically used as a primary source
for on-going maintenance, operations, and staffing
for parks. Capital improvements can also be funded
through general funds. Park Reserve Funds are used
as a local match for grant projects. Revenue for this
fund includes proceeds from building permit fees
and tax forfeiture land sales within Isanti County.

PARTNERSHIPS
Public and private partnerships have the potential
to provide a wide array of funding opportunities
beyond the traditional municipal models. If a friends
organization could be formed to steward Springvale
Park, this group and other local organizations
could help with fundraising, as well as increase
awareness and enthusiasm for park events. Further
partnerships with local school districts, community
education, SHIP (State Health Improvement
Partnership) and local businesses will be important
for implementation of events and programming,
and can support future grant writing efforts as well.
Organizations with partner funding can also provide
assistance with design, outreach, or maintenance/
stewardship of facilities.
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DONATIONS
Private donations are a potential funding source;
these may be from individuals or area corporations,
or donations of labor from recreation clubs or use
agreements. “Adopt-a-Trail” programs, memorial
bench donations, and incentives for local businesses
to provide sponsorships are all examples of how
organizations, businesses, and individuals could
help with maintenance and funding, while raising
awareness and enthusiasm for the park.

GRANTS
It is anticipated that a portion of future capital
projects will be well-positioned to secure regional
or state funds for recreation, water quality
improvements, and habitat restoration. These
sources will contribute to capital development
and acquisition costs. Grant funding typically
favors larger, capital projects over maintenance
and operations funding. Grant funding might also
require evidence of partnerships and community
engagement and support for specific requests. The
Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota publishes a
yearly guide to grant funding, which is a useful tool
for identifying new grant opportunities.
The following are a few current grant opportunities
that could be pursued for implementation of plan
elements, along with links for more information:

CONSERVATION PARTNERS LEGACY GRANTS (MN
DNR)
The Conservation Partners Legacy grant program
funds conservation projects that restore, enhance
or protect forests, wetlands, prairies and habitat
for fish, game, and wildlife in Minnesota. Funding
is provided by the Outdoor Heritage Fund. The MN
DNR manages the reimbursable program to provide
matching grants from $5,000 - $400,000 to local
nonprofit organizations, including government
entities. The grant program has a few different
applicable funding cycles and schedules throughout
the year.

GREATER MINNESOTA REGIONAL LEGACY
GRANTS (GMRPTC)
Commonly known as the Legacy Grants, this
program assists with acquisition, restoration,
development and engagement in regionally
significant parks and trails, as designated by
GMRPTC. There is no minimum or maximum
request amount; a local match is not required but
encouraged. This grant program is also funded
through the Clean Water, Land, and Legacy
Amendment.

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/habitat/cpl/
index.html

LEGISLATIVE-CITIZEN COMMISSION ON
MINNESOTA RESOURCES (LCCMR) TRUST FUND
APPROPRIATIONS
The LCCMR makes recommendations for the use
of the Environment and Natural Resources Trust
Fund (ENRTF), which is a fund appropriated by law
for the public purpose of protection, conservation,
preservation and enhancement of the state’s air,
water, land, fish, wildlife, and other natural resources.
Recently awarded projects include programming
for youth programs and outdoor engagement, land
acquisition for new trails, and projects that address
invasive species, protecting natural resources,
and collecting natural resource data. There is no
minimum or maximum request amount; the average
award in FY19 was $684,000.

NATURAL AND SCENIC AREA GRANTS (MN DNR)
The MN DNR Natural and Scenic Area Grants are
intended to protect and provide public access to
high quality natural and scenic areas. Example
projects include trails, overlooks, interpretive
displays, benches, wayfinding and trailhead parking.
All projects must align with the State Outdoor
Recreation Plan (SCORP). This grant is typically
available annually, with an application deadline in
early spring.
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/land/naturalscenic-app-cycle.html
MN DNR OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANTS (MN
DNR)
The MN DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant is intended
to fund projects that increase and enhance outdoor
recreation facilities in local and community parks
throughout the state. All projects must align
with the State Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP).
Example projects include internal park trails and trail
amenities. This grant is typically available annually,
with an application deadline in early spring.

http://www.gmrptcommission.org/applications

https://www.lccmr.leg.mn/

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/recreation/
outdoor_rec.html
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