The SITREP
The Situation Report is provided by the Isanti County Veterans Services Department
As we move further into the world of technology and instant access to information, Isanti
County’s Veterans Services Department found it necessary to provide the community with a
regularly published source of information regarding Veterans in our community.
May/June 2019

Dear Readers:
Memorial Day gave us an opportunity to commemorate those that gave their lives while serving in the United States military. With
such a strong sense of patriotism in Isanti County, we want to give a Thank You to the Memorial Day flag placers, who placed flags
on approximately 2500 Veteran’s resting places in our county’s 40+ cemeteries, and then went back and removed the flags
afterwards. If you or your organization is interested in volunteering to place flags in the future, please contact our office. We also
want to acknowledge those that were able to withstand the weather and participated in the Memorial Day ceremonies
throughout the county.

Isanti County News:
On April 17th, 2019, Mike Warring, Isanti County
Board Chair, signed a proclamation designating
Isanti County as a Purple Heart County. Citizens of
are also encouraged to show their appreciation of
the sacrifices Purple Heart Recipients have made
in defending our freedoms, to acknowledge their
courage, and to show them the honor and support
they have earned.
There are now two parking spots designated for
Purple Heart recipients outside the Isanti County
Government Center as a small gesture of gratitude to Purple Heart recipients. Thank
you to the members of the Military Order of the Purple Heart that made it to the
signing and to those that remained for the comradery and refreshments afterwards.

MN Veteran News:
Disabled Veterans’ Homestead Property Tax Exclusion & VA Benefit Summary letters are due Friday, June 28th, 2019 this year!
Within the next few weeks, you’ll be receiving your annual VA Benefit Summary letter in the mail. We ask that you bring a copy of
that letter to our office as soon as you can, but definitely before the end of June so we can verify your disability status with the
Auditor’s Office for your 2020 Disabled Veterans’ Homestead Property Tax Exclusion.
If this is your first year with a disability that has been rated by the VA at 70% or higher, or this is the first year your rating has been
made 100% Permanent and Total, you’ll need to complete the application for the Disabled Veterans’ Homestead Property Tax
Exclusion. Our office will assist you with completing the form and getting it filed with the Assessor’s Office, but you will still need to
beat the June 28th deadline.
Isanti County Government Center
555 18th Ave SW
Cambridge, MN 55008
https://www.co.isanti.mn.us/

Isanti County Veterans Services Department
Dan Meyer, Director
Phone: (763) 689-3591
Fax: (763) 689-8307
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“With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for
him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow, and his orphan, to do all which may
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.”
President Abraham Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address, March 4th, 1865

VA News:
The Mission Act - What we know so far...
Let’s talk about the outgoing community care program, the Veterans Choice Program. Many may have the Choice Card that went
with the Veterans Choice Program, which will become obsolete under the new Veterans Community Care Program rolling out under the Mission Act this spring/summer.
VA will no longer furnish care and services through the Veterans Choice Program once they switch over to the new Veterans Community Care Program, unless you are “grandfathered” to remain in VCP. At that time, The Mission Act will provide community care
through a new set of eligibility standards, as well as on a case-by-case basis, which will go into effect once the final regulations are
published on or around June 6th, 2019.
The eligibility criteria has also been simplified. Veterans must:
 Receive approval from VA prior to obtaining care from a community provider in most circumstances.
 Either be enrolled in VA health care or be eligible for VA care without needing to enroll to be eligible for community care.
 Eligibility for community care will continue to be dependent upon a Veteran’s individual health care needs or circumstances.
 Meeting any one of six eligibility criteria listed below is sufficient to be referred to a community provider—a Veteran does not
have to meet all of them to be eligible.







Veteran needs a service not available at a VA medical facility
Veteran lives in a U.S. State or Territory without a full-service VA medical facility
Veteran qualifies under the “Grandfather” provision related to distance eligibility for the Veterans Choice Program
VA cannot furnish care within certain designated access standards
It Is in the Veteran’s best medical interest
A VA medical service line does not meet certain quality standards

VA’s Disclaimer - “What is described above should be taken as a preview of what the final eligibility criteria may be, because it
is not yet final. The new criteria are expected to go into effect in June 2019, after final regulations are published and effective.“
Once eligibility has been established, a VA staff member will assist the Veteran in scheduling the appointment with the Veteran’s
preferred, in-network community provider. The community provider sends the bill to a third party administrator or to the VA for
payment. At this point, you should not be receiving bills from the provider, but you may see billing statements. Those bills need to
be sent to the VA for payment.

Did you know?
Once you’re enrolled in the VA Health Care System, you don’t need a referral from your primary care physician to make an
appointment in Audiology (Hearing), Podiatry (Feet), or Ophthalmology (Eyes) at the VA Medical Centers! Just call one of the
numbers below and ask for the appropriate clinic to make an appointment!
Minneapolis VAMC Call Center: (612) 467-1100 or toll-free (866) 414-5058
St. Cloud VAMC Call Center: (320) 252-1670 or toll-free (800) 247-1739
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