The SITREP
The Situation Report is provided by the Isanti County Veterans Services Department
As we move further into the world of technology and instant access to information, Isanti
County’s Veterans Services Department found it necessary to provide the community with a
regularly published source of information regarding Veterans in our community.
March/April 2019

Dear Readers:
Memorial Day is right around the corner, and with almost 40 cemeteries and over 2500 Veterans buried within Isanti County, we
are always in need of more folks to place and remove flags that honor Veterans at our cemeteries. If you or your organization are
ready to make a patriotic commitment to the local Veteran community, please contact our office as soon as possible! And a huge
Thank You to those of you who have been making this commitment in years past. Your efforts do not go unnoticed or
unappreciated!
The big new is that at the end of March, VA Secretary Robert Wilkie stated he would not ask the U.S. Department of Justice to
continue the legal battle against benefits for Blue Water Veterans in the case of Procopio vs. Wilkie. Other federal officials still
have until late April 2019 to appeal the decision. If there are no appeals, this will provide benefits to tens of thousands of Veterans
who were affected by exposure to herbicides off the shores of Vietnam. If this affects you or anyone else you may know, please
contact a Veterans Service Officer to discuss options.

Isanti County News:
Isanti County will be honoring the sacrifices of all Purple Heart recipients during the Isanti County Board Meeting
on April 17th, 2019, which begins at 9:00a.m. A proclamation will be signed by Mike Warring, Board Chair, designating Isanti County as a Purple Heart County. All are invited to attend to show their appreciation for the sacrifices
made by Purple Heart recipients defending our freedoms. Then, be on the lookout for designated parking spots at
the Government Center for Purple Heart recipients!

Veterans Memorial Park in Cambridge, is now taking orders to preserve a permanent legacy of a Veteran with a block on the Wall
of Honor containing the Veteran’s name and military information. Contact Veterans Memorial Park, INC at (763) 645-1155, PO Box
254, Cambridge, MN 55008, or via email at VeteransMemorialPark68@gmail.com for more information. Brochures with applications are also available at the Isanti County Veterans Services Office.

MN Veteran News:
Minnesotans throughout the state are taking time to acknowledge that April is the month of the Military Child. It’s a time to honor
the sacrifices make by the military families worldwide, with an emphasis on the experience of the dependent children of military
families. It was first celebrated in April 1986 under former Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger.
Parents can register to receive a letter that recognizes military-connected children for the service and sacrifice from Gov. Tim Walz
by visiting the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs website at https://mn.gov/mdva and looking under the Events for the
Month of the Military Child.
Isanti County Government Center
555 18th Ave SW
Cambridge, MN 55008
https://www.co.isanti.mn.us/

Isanti County Veterans Services Department
Dan Meyer, Director
Phone: (763) 689-3591
Fax: (763) 689-8307
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“With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for
him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow, and his orphan, to do all which may
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.”
President Abraham Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address, March 4th, 1865

VA News:
The Mission Act
The Mission Act continues to moves forward and with it come many changes. One of the changes is that Access Standards for
Community Care and Urgent Care provisions are expected take place in June 2019, and guide Veterans to when to seek care with
the VA or with community providers. Here are some of the proposed changes...
Access Standards
VA is proposing new access standards, effective when the final regulations publish (expected in June 2019), to ensure Veterans
have greater choice in receiving care. Eligibility criteria and final standards as follows were based on VA’s analysis of all of the best
practices both in government and in the private sector and tailored to the needs of our Veteran patients:
 Access standards will be based on average drive time and appointment wait times.
 For primary care, mental health, and non-institutional extended care services, VA is proposing a 30-minute average drive time
standard.
 For specialty care, VA is proposing a 60-minute average drive time standard.
 VA is proposing appointment wait-time standards of 20 days for primary care, mental health care, and non-institutional extended care services, and 28 days for specialty care from the date of request with certain exceptions.
Eligible Veterans who cannot access care within those standards would be able to choose between eligible community providers
and care at a VA medical facility.
Urgent Care
Eligible Veterans will have access to urgent (walk-in) care that gives them the choice to receive certain services when and where
they need it. To access this new benefit, Veterans will select a provider in VA’s community care network and may be charged a
copayment.
Community care will continue to supplement VA health care as part of VA’s broad commitment to modernize and strengthen the
VA health care system, expand access, and ensure timely delivery of care to America’s Veterans.
More information is available on the VA’s website at the following link: https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/index.asp

Did you know?
Once you’re enrolled in the VA Health Care System, you don’t need a referral from your primary care physician to make an
appointment in Audiology (Hearing), Podiatry (Feet), or Ophthalmology (Eyes) at the VA Medical Centers! Just call one of the
numbers below and ask for the appropriate clinic to make an appointment!
Minneapolis VAMC Call Center: (612) 467-1100 or toll-free (866) 414-5058
St. Cloud VAMC Call Center: (320) 252-1670 or toll-free (800) 247-1739
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“The movements of a great nation are connected in all their parts. If errors have been
committed they ought to be corrected; if the policy is sound it ought to be supported. It is by a
thorough knowledge of the whole subject that our fellow-citizens are enabled to judge correctly
of the past and to give a proper direction to the future.”
President James Monroe’s 2nd Inaugural Address, March 5th, 1821

VA News Continued:
Appeals have also changed!
The Appeals Modernization Act was signed into law in 2017 and was made official in February 2019. Now, if you make an appeal,
you’ll need to request one of the following three options:
1. Higher-level Review - And entirely new review of the claim by an experienced adjudicator
2. Supplemental Claim - An opportunity to submit additional evidence
3. Direct Appeal to the Board of Veterans’ Appeals - Review by the BVA in Washington, DC.
Please contact a Veterans Service Office for assistance or with any questions about the appeals process due to the current
changes.
New 2019 VA Pension Rates for Veterans
The VA is changing how they compute the rates for Veterans Pensions. Check it out at the following link:
https://www.va.gov/pension/veterans-pension-rates/

Freedom Fest 2019
Mark your calendars! Planning for Freedom Fest 2019 is
already in the works! We will be hosting our annual
event on the first day of the Isanti County Fair, July 24th,
2019. It will kick off again at 1pm and conclude with the
flag raising ceremony in front of the Sons of American
Legion building at 6pm. Veterans will be given free
admission to the Isanti County Fair, courtesy of the Isanti
County Agricultural Society, on that Wednesday.
We’ll have folks from Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs, Vet Centers, St. Cloud VA, CapTel Telephones, and MAC-V to
answer questions and talk about benefits available to Veterans as well as their families.

Did you know?
Once you’re enrolled in the VA Health Care System, you don’t need a referral from your primary care physician to make an
appointment in Audiology (Hearing), Podiatry (Feet), or Ophthalmology (Eyes) at the VA Medical Centers! Just call one of the
numbers below and ask for the appropriate clinic to make an appointment!
Minneapolis VAMC Call Center: (612) 467-1100 or toll-free (866) 414-5058
St. Cloud VAMC Call Center: (320) 252-1670 or toll-free (800) 247-1739
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“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter
words, but to live by them.”
President John F. Kennedy’s Thanksgiving Day Proclamation 3560, November 4th, 1963

Legal Resources:
The next Free Drop-In Legal Clinic with Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MAC-V) will be held on:
April 9th, 9:00am-2:00pm at the Minneapolis VA, Flag Atrium Balcony Room 2S-114 (1 Veterans Dr., Mpls, MN)
April 16th, 10:00am-3:00pm at the St. Cloud VA, Auditorium in Bldg 8 (4801 Veterans Dr., St. Cloud, MN)
For more information, swing by our office or call the MAC-V VetLaw Program at (651) 200-4750.
Free Legal Advice Clinic, sponsored by the Central MN Legal Services and the 10th Judicial Court, is held on the 2nd Monday of
every month, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm on the second floor of the Isanti County Gov’t Center. Pre-registration is suggested but not
required. Call the Volunteer Attorney Coordinator, Jessica Mastellar, at (320) 257-4873 or toll-free at (800) 622-7773 to register or
for more information.

Moral, Welfare & Recreation:
Check out the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources’ website provides an easy way to find out what outdoor recreation
benefits you’ve already earned. Go to https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/licenses/military Under the Licenses, Permits & Regulations
tab, select Military Personnel Benefits, then answer 3 easy questions related to your residency and your current military or Veteran status.
Don’t forget that all active US Military personnel and Veterans with a service-connected disability are allowed a free annual Minnesota state park permit. If you’re still serving in the US Armed Forces, you’ll need to bring a copy of your military orders and your
military ID to the park. If you’re a Veteran, bring a copy of your determination letter and a photo ID to the park, and let the
attendant know your military status when you arrive.
Effective in 2020, recipients of the Medal of Honor or Purple Heart, all service-connected disabled veterans, and family caregivers
will be eligible to use MWR retail and lodging facilities! Read more at: https://militarybenefits.info/morale-welfare-and-recreationmwr-benefits/

Local Veterans Organizations & Meeting Times:
American Legion Post 290 - Cambridge, MN
6pm, 2nd Tuesday of the month
Isanti County Beyond the Yellow Ribbon - Cambridge, MN
7pm, 3rd Thursday of the month
Military Order of the Cootie Pup Tent 99 - Isanti, MN
7pm, 1st Thursday of the month
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1731 - Braham, MN
7pm, 2nd Thursday of the month
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2735 - Isanti, MN
7:30pm, 3rd Monday of the month
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 684 - Isanti, MN
7pm, 1st Wednesday of the month
Addresses for these meetings can be found at the following Isanti County website:
https://www.co.isanti.mn.us/BusinessDirectoryII.aspx?lngBusinessCategoryID=28

4

