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ISANTI COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
Notice of (VIRTUAL ONLY) Public Hearing
January 21, 2021
The Isanti County Planning Commission will hold a (VIRTUAL) public hearing on Thursday, February
n, 2021 at 6:oo p.m. to consider the following requests:
1.

To discuss amending the language in the Isanti County Zoning Ordinance, Section
22, Non-Conforming Uses to align with Minnesota State Statutes.

2.

To discuss amending the language in the Isanti County Zoning Ordinance, as it
relates to sign regulations.

OJJv�CW�
Trina Bergloff
Isanti County Zoning Administrator

Ifyou would like to attend this meeting via-Tele-Conference, please go to the Isanti
County webpage at www.co.isanti.mn.us for instructions.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE ISANTI COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE AS THEY RELATE TO NON
- CONFORMING USES

Strikethrough language to be removed

Bold italic language to be added to the ordinance

SECTION 3. Jurisdiction, Scope and Interpretation
Subdivision 2. Scope
From and after the effective date of this Ordinance, the use of all land and eve1y building, or p01tion of a building
erected, altered in respect to height and area, added to or relocated, and eve1y use within a building or use
accessory thereto in Isanti County shall be in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance. Any existing
building or structure and any existing use of prope1ties not in conformity with the regulations herein prescribed
shall be regarded as non-conforming, but may be continued, extended or changed, subject to the special
regulations herein provided with respect to non-conforming prope1ties or uses.

SECTION 4. Rules and Definitions
Subdivision 2. Definitions
Non-Conf01ming Use. Means any legal use, structure or parcel of land already in existence, recorded, or
authorized before the adoption of official controls or amendments thereto that would not have been permitted to
become established under the terms of the official controls as now written, if the official controls had been in
effect prior to the date it was established, recorded or authorized.

SECTION 12. Rum River Scenic District (SR)
Subdivision 12. Non Conforming Uses, Substandard Uses
1.

Non conforming Uses. Uses which are prohibited by this Ordinance, but which are in existence prior to
the effective date of this Ordinance shall be non conforming uses.

2.

Substandard Uses: All uses in existence prior to the effective date of enactment or amendment of this
Ordinance hich are permitted uses .vithin the nev,rly establi!:,hed land use district, but do not meet the
minimum lot area, setbacks or other dimensional requirements of this Ordinance are substandard uses.
All substandard uses, except for substandard signs, shall be allowed to continue. Substandard signs shall
be gradually eliminated over a period of time not to e�weed five (5) years from the date of enactment of
this Ordinance.
1N
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SECTION 22. Non-Conforming Uses
Subdivision 1. Purpose General Rule
All legally established non conformities as of the date of this Ordinance may continue, but they will be managed
according to applicable state statutes and other regulations of this community for the subjects of alterations and
additions, repair after damage, discontinuance of use, and intensification of use.
Except as otherwise provided below, any nonconformity, including the lawful use or occupation of land or
premises at the time of the adoption of an official control, may be continued, despite the use or occupation not
conforming to the official control. Those nonconformities, however, shall be subject to any applicable state
statutes, local ordinances, and other regulations, including statutes, ordinances and regulations that address
alterations or additions, repair after damage, discontinuance of use, and intensification or expansion of use.
Subdivision 2. Non-Conforming Buildings and Uses
1.

This paragraph applies to homestead and non-homestead residential real estate and seasonal
residential real estate occupied for recreational purposes. Except as otherwise provided by law, a
non-conformity, including the lawful use or occupation of land or premises existing at the time of
the adoption of an official control under this chapter, may be continued, including through repair,
replacement, restoration, maintenance, or improvement, but not including expansion. If the
nonconformity or occupancy is discontinued for a period of more than one year, or any
nonconforming building or structure is destroyed by fire or other peril to the extent of greater than
50 percent of its estimated market value, as indicated in the records of the county assessor at the
time of damage, and no building permit has been applied for within 180 days of when the property
is damaged, any subsequent use or occupancy of the land or premises must be a conforming use or
occupancy. If a nonconforming building or structure is destroyed by fire or other peril to the extent
of greater than 50 percent of its estimated market value, as indicated in the records of the county
assessor at the time of damage, the board may impose reasonable conditions upon a zoning or
building permit in order to mitigate any newly created impact on adjacent property or water body.
When a nonconforming structure in the shoreland district with less than 50 percent of the required
setback from the water is destroyed by fire or other peril to greater than 50 percent of its estimated
market value, as indicated in the records of the county assessor at the time of damage, the structure
setback may be increased if practicable and reasonable conditions are placed upon a zoning or
building permit to mitigate created impacts on the adjacent property or water body.

2.

The lav.rful use of buildings or land prior to February 10, 1982, which does not conform to the provisions
ofthis Ordinance shall be discontinued within a reasonable period of amortization of the buildings; uses
of buildings and land .vhich become non conforming by reason of change in this Ordinance shall also be
discontinued within a reasonable period of amortization ofthe building. A reasonable period of
amortization shall be construed to begin after the date of adoption of this ordinance and shall be
considered to be forty (40) years for buildings of ordinary wood construction, fifty (50) years for
buildings of v,rood and masonry construction, and sixty (60) years for buildings of fire proof construction.
1

3.

No dwelling existing on the effective date of this ordinance shall be deemed a non-conforming use by
reason of its location on a lot which does not meet the requirements of this Ordinance with respect to lot
size, dimensions, or setbacks.

4.

Buildings found to be non-conforming only by reason of height, yard or area requirements shall be
exempt from the provisions of Paragraph 1 of this Subdivision.
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5.

Any parcel that is rendered non-conforming as a result of a taking for a public purpose shall be treated as
a conforming parcel under this ordinance provided that it continues to contain at least sixty (60) percent
of the required land area, width and buildable area.

Subdivision 3. Non Conforming Signs
1.

Signs existing on the effective date of this Ordinance v,hich do not conform to the regulations set forth in
this Ordinance shall become a non conforming use and shall be discontinued ·within one (1) year
following the adoption ofthis Ordinance.

2.

Business signs on the premises ofa non conforming building or use may be continued, but such signs
shall not be increased in number, area, height, or illumination. Nev, signs not to exceed thirty five (35)
square feet in aggregate sign area may be erected only upon the complete removal of all other signs
existing at the time of the adoption of this Ordinance. Such signs may be illuminated, but no flashing,
rotation or moving signs shall be permitted.

3.

No sign erected before the passage of this Ordinance shall be rebuilt, altered or moved to a new location
vAthout being brought into compliance ;,vith the requirements of this Ordinance.

Subdivision 4. Non Conforming Automobile Salvage or Storage Yards
No automobile salvage or storage yard(s) may continue as a non conforming use one (1) year following the
adoption of this ordinance, except that an automobile salvage or storage yard may continue as a non conforming
use inaBusiness District or Industrial District, if within that period, it is completely enclosed within abuilding,
fence, screen planting or other device of such height as to screen completely the operations of the yard. Plans of
such a building or device shall be approved by the County Planning Commission and the Board of County
Commissioners before it is erected or put into place.
Subdivision 5. Non-Conforming Sewage Treatment Systems
1.

A "non-conforming sewage treatment system" means those septic systems or privies that do not provide
for adequate treatment of sewage or meet specific requirements. They include:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

g.
h.
1.

J.
k.
I.

Cesspools.
Leaching pits.
drywells.
Seepage pits.
Systems with less than three feet of unsaturated soil or sand between the bottom of the drainfield
or mound rock bed and the limiting soil characteristic, which includes a seasonal high water table
as evidenced by the presence of ground water, mottled soil, or bedrock.
Systems discharging sewage to:
i.
the smface (including tile lines),
11.
active or unused wells,
111.
bodies of surface waters, or
iv.
any rock or soil formations that are not conducive to purification of water by filtration;
Systems that do not meet well setback requirements.
Systems where any part of the system is under a building.
Privies with less than three feet of separation from the bottom of an open pit to the limiting soil
characteristics described in "e" above.
Privies with sealed containers that do not meet the capacity and construction requirements of
Minnesota Chapter 7080.2280, or as amended.
Septic systems where the septic tank does not meet the minimum setback of 1 0' from an occupied
dwelling with a basement.
Lack of a septic system if running water is available to the property.
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2.

A sewage treatment system not meeting the requirements of the Minnesota Regulations, Chapter 7080,
7081 and 7082, or as amended, or the requirements of this Ordinance, whichever is most restrictive, must
be upgraded, at a minimum, at any time a permit or variance of any type is required for any improvement
on, or use of, the propetty. For the purposes of this provision, a sewage treatment system shall not be
considered non-conforming if the only deficiency is the sewage treatment systems improper setback from
the ordinary high water level.

3.

The governing body of Isanti County has by formal resolution notified the Commissioner of its program
to identify non-conforming sewage treatment systems. On all lakes and streams, the County or a licensed
MPCA Designer/Inspector will inspect all septic systems at the point of sale and when a prope1ty owner
applies for a building permit in accordance with Section 14, Subdivision 3. Isanti County will require
upgrading or replacement of any non-conforming system identified by this program within a reasonable
period of time which will not exceed 10 months. Isanti County will target shoreland areas when and if
additional funds are made available for such a program. Sewage systems installed according to all
applicable local shoreland management standards adopted under Minnesota Statutes, Section 105.485 in
effect at the time of installation may be considered as conf01ming unless they are determined to be failing
as per the Minnesota Pollution Control Agencies Chapter 7080, 7081 and 7082 for design of on site
se1.vage treatment systems and then shall be considered non conforming.

Subdivision 6. Discontinuance, Expansion and Intensification
1.

In the event that a non conforming use of any building or premises is discontinued or its normal operation
stopped for aperiod of one (1) year, the use of the same shall thereafter conform to the regulations of the
district in v,rhich it is located.
If a nonconformity or occupancy is discontinued for a period of more titan one year, or if any
nonconforming building or stmcture is destroyed by fire or other peril to the extent of 50 percent of its
estimated market value, any subsequent use or occupancy of the land or premises shall conform to all
current statutes, ordinances, or regulations.

2.

In the event that the use ofa non conforming advertising sign structure is discontinued or its normal
operation stopped for aperiod of sb, (6) months, said structure shall be removed by the owner or leaser at
the request of the Board of County Commissioners.
Non - conforming buildings or uses shall not be expanded or intensified.

Subdivision 7. Alterations
The lawful use of a building existing at the time of the adoption of this Ordinance may be continued although
such use does not conform with the provisions hereof. If no structural alterations are made, a non-conforming use
of a building may be changed to another non-conforming use of the same or more restrictive classification. The
foregoing provisions shall also apply to non-conforming use of a building that has been changed to a more
restricted use or to a conforming use; such use shall not thereafter be changed into a less restricted use.
Subdivision 8. Residential Alterations
Alterations may be made to a residential building containing non-conforming residential units when they will
improve the livability of such units, provided, however, that they do not increase the number of dwelling units in
the building.
Subdivision 9. Restoration
1.

No building which has been damaged by fire, explosion, act of God or the public enemy to the extent of
more than fifty (50) percent of its value shall be restored except in conformity with the regulations of this
Ordinance. Single family dwellings which are non-conforming by reason of height, yard, or area
requirements shall be exempt from the provisions of this Subdivision and may be restored to their original
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condition; except that any building located in the Flood Plain (FP) District which has been damaged by
fire, explosion, act ofGod or the public enemy to the extent ofmore than fifty (50) percent ofits value
shall be restored in conformity with the regulations ofthis Ordinance.
2.

Any building that has been damaged to the extent ofmore than fifty (50) percent ofits value or has been
deemed to be unsafe, based upon the adopted Minnesota State Building Code, must be removed within
six (6) months ofsustaining the damage or from the date ofofficial notification.

Subdivision 10. Normal Maintenance
Maintenance ofa building or other structure containing or used by a non-conforming use will be permitted when
it includes necessary, non-structural repairs and incidental alterations which do not extend or intensify the non
conforming building or use. Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent the placing ofa structure in safe condition
when said structure is declared unsafe by the County Zoning Administrator.
Subdivision 11. Exceptions
1.

Construction on Non-conforming Lots ofRecord in the (RS) Rural Service Center District, B - Business
District, (I) Industry District, (S) Shoreland District and (SR) Rum River Scenic District.
a.

2.

Lots ofrecord in the County Recorder's Office which are substandard in size or dimension
requirements may be allowed as building sites, provided: such use is permitted in the zoning
district; the lot (ifcreated before February 10, 1982) has been in separate ownership from
abutting lands at all times since it became substandard; sewage treatment, flood plain
management regulations, and setback requirements ofthis ordinance are met; except in the
shoreland district lots may be allowed ifthey conform to subdivision 10 (b).

Construction on Non-Conforming Lots ofRecord in the (AIR) Agriculture/Residential District.
a.

Lots ofrecord in the County Recorder's Office which are substandard in size or dimension
requirements may be allowed as building sites, provided: such use is permitted in the zoning
district; the lot was created before February 10, 1982; the building lot area is greater than
seventy-five percent (75%) ofthe minimum lot area required and sewage treatment, flood plain
management regulations, and setback requirements ofthis Ordinance are met.
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A publication of the Association of Minnesota Counties.

Protecting Free Speech

ocal governments are entrusted with enacting laws that benefit the community as a whole while still respecting the
Llegal rights of its residents. Sign regulation is a prime example of this balancing act. Counties want to protect their
community's visl.Jal aesthetics and prevent distracted driving through effective sign ordinances. However, because
signs are a form of speech, those ordinances may infringe on an individual's First Amendment right to free speech.

The Supreme Court and Sign Ordinances

In June 2015, the United States Supreme Court unanimously ruled that
the sign ordinance of Gilbert, AZ, was unconstitutional. The case, Reed v.
Town of Gilbert, clarified that it is unconstitutional for local governments
to create different regulations based on sign content without showing that
a compelling government interest necessitates the regulation and that the
regulation is narrowly tailored. In the case, the Town enacted an ordinance
that established sign size requirements and limitations on sign posting for
different types of signs, e.g., political signs, directional signs for church
services. A church group challenged the limitations placed on church
directional signs arguing that the regulation violated its First Amendment
right to free speech.

The Court agreed with the church group. Because the sign ordinance
applied different standards depending on the subject matter of the
signs, e.g., political, religious, etc., the ordinance was "content based."
Therefore, to not be in violation of the first amendment, the Town had to
show a compelling government interest relative to each sign category type
and that the limitations placed on that category were narrowly tailored to
address that compelling government interest. During litigation, the Town did
not provide evidence showing a compelling government interest and also
could not show the ordinance was narrowly tailored to address that interest.

•.

Why is this important to
Minnesota Counties?
The majerity opinion in Reed v.
Town of Gilbert acknowledged
that requiring ordinances to
have a compelling government
interest will invalidate current
laws that are "entirely
reasonable." A concurrent
opinion echoed this assumption,
predicting that in the coming
years, "courts will discover
that thousands of towns"
and local governments have
unconstitutional ordinances
according to this new standard.

Content Neutral Ordinances

County officials should
exomine their existing
sign ordinance with their
county attorney's office to
ensure compliance with
the First Amendment.

Counties may regulate signs using time, place, and manner restrictions,
but laws must serve a legitimate government interest such as public safety
or community aesthetics. If there is a legitimate government interest,
counties may regulate using non-content based factors. Here are five
examples, but niore exist:
• Size

• Location/zoning
• Lighting

• Fixed messaging vs electronic signs with changing messages
• Number of signs

If a county wants to adopt a content based regulation, it may do so if it can establish that compelling government interest

exists necessitating the regulation and that the ordinance is drafted narrowly to address those needs.
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Provisions to Consider:

Signs are considered speech which gives them protections under the First Amendment. For a
government to regulate speech based on content, the regulations must serve a legitimate or
compelling government interest such as public safety and be narrowly tailored to address the
compelling government interest. In the ordinance language or the adopting document, counties
should state specific reasons for the sign regulations, establishing a compelling government
interest necessitating the creation of the law and how it is narrowly tailored to satisfy that
interest. Without a clear statement of purpose with substantial evidence, a content based sign
ordinance is vulnerable to attacks over its constitutionality.
For non-content based regulations, a statement of purpose relative to the need for the ordinance
is also recommended.
Communities have seen their entire sign ordinance thrown out due to the unconstitutionality
of one specific provision. This may be prevented through a severability clause which states if
a part of the ordinance is determined to be illegal or invalid, the remainder of the ordinance
stands on its own and is still enforceable.
Signs can carry a wide variety of messages from those advertising products to signs containing
political or religious messages. Speech on signs may be categorized as commercial speech,
speech used in commerce, or noncommercial speech, which is speech concerning politics,
religion, informational topics, etc. Counties need to avoid accidently favoring commercial
speech over noncommercial speech. To ensure inadvertent favoring does not occur, a county
may consider adding a substitution clause in its ordinance that allows the owner of a sign to
substitute a noncommercial message for a commercial or different noncommercial message
without additional approval or permitting.
Local governments cannot treat signs differently depending on their content unless there is a
compelling government interest and the ordinance in narrowly tailored to address that issue.
Therefore, county governments should avoid creating special exemptions for campaign or
election signs in its sign ordinance unless there is a compelling government interest in the
regulation.
The processes by which a sign ordinance is implemented and enforced shoule:l focus on regulating
a sign's medium, not its message. If a county creates a sign permit pmcess, the process should
be objective and transparent, limiting the discretion of officials. As with its other ordinances, a
county should strive to create a process that is equitably applied to all residents.

Drafting an effective and legal sign ordinance is complicated and county
officials should consult their county attorrtey's office to ensure its ordinance is
constitutional and can withstand legal challenges.

Did you know?
AMC is here to help county officials better
serve their communities.
Visit www.mncounties.org
for more information on issues that matter
most to counties.

.6. Association of
:lHft: Minnesota Counties
125 Charles Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55103-2108
Main Line: 651-224-6540, Fax: 651-6540
www.mncounties.org
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Is Your Sign Ordinance Constitutional? I MCIT

News

IS YOUR SIGN ORDINANCE CONSTITUTIONAL?
January 05, 2016
ByJason). Kuboushek, Partner, Iverson Reuvers Condon
After June 18, 2015, the answer is probably not. On this date, the United
States Supreme Court issued the decision of Reed v. Town of Gilbert, 135
S.Ct. 2218, 192 L.Ed.2d 236 (2015), which imposed a new stringent test for
municipalities to prove their sign ordinances are content-neutral and pass
constitutional muster.
This decision has far-reaching effects for sign ordinances, solicitor
ordinances and pan-handling ordinances. Counties would be well-advised to
review their sign ordinances in light of this decision.

Summary of Reed v. Town of Gilbert
Clyde Reed, a pastor for the Good News Community Church, rented space
at an elementary school in Gilbert, Ariz. Reed and the Church placed
numerous temporary signs in the community announcing the time and

The Reed decision makes it clear that counties must
review their sign ordinances to ensure they are
constitutional

location of the church services. The town of Gilbert, however, had a sign
ordinance that restricted the size, number, duration and location of certain
types of signs, including temporary directional ones.
Reed and the church received an advisory notice from the town indicating their temporary signs violated the sign ordinance. After
attempts to resolve the issue failed, Reed and the church sued the town, claiming the sign ordinance violated the free speech clause of
the First Amendment and the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment.
The district court determined that the sign ordinance was constitutional, because it was content-neutral and was reasonable in light of
government interests. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit affirmed and held, even though an official would have to read a
sign to determine what-provisions of the sign ordinance applied, the restrictions were not based on the content of the signs, and the
sign ordinance left open other channels of communication.
The United States Supreme Court, however, reversed the lower court's holding. In doing so, the Supreme Court determined a law is
content-based "on its face" if it "draws a distinction based on the message a speaker conveys." The law may also be content-based,
even if it is content-neutral on its face, if the law cannot be "justified without reference to the content of the regulated speech."
With regard to the regulation of the church· signs, the Supreme Court found that the town's sign ordinance was content-based because
it regulated the size, location and time limits on signs, depending on whether the sign conveyed a political, ideological or directional
message.
The Court's ruling represents a new stringent approach to determining whether regulations violate the First Amendment. District
courts across the country are applying this approach to sign ordinance, solicitor ordinance and pan-handling ordinance challenges.
httos://www.mcit.ora/news/is-vour-sian-ordinance-constitutional/
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Under the circumstances, counties must be proactive in reviewing their ordinances.
What to Look for in County Ordinances
Sign ordinances have always been a highly scrutinized area. With the Supreme Court's ruling, municipalities must again review their
sign ordinances (and solicitor and pan-handling ordinances) to ensure they are not content-based.
For example, counties should ensure that their sign ordinances do not distinguish signs based upon the sign's content. Typically these
provisions apply to temporary signs. If a sign ordinance makes references to "real estate," "political" or "garage sale" signs, those
references should be removed and replaced with "yard" or "residential district" signs. Similarly, if the sign ordinance refers to the
purpose of the sign or who is putting up the sign, those references should be removed.
To ensure sign ordinances remain content-neutral, sigri ordinances should regulate signs based upon location (i:e., zoning districts),.
their size or height; the number, lighted versus unlighted, static messages versus changing message, portability (i.e., sandwich board
signs versus permanent), and the type of structure (i.e., freestanding, banners, monuments, etc.).
Additionally, sign ordinances should contain severability and substitution clauses. A severability clause will ensure that even if a court
finds one provision of a sign ordinance unconstitutional, the rest of the ordinance remains in place. While a substitution clause allows
a noncommercial message to be displayed upon any sign, this avoids favoring commercial speech over noncommercial speech.
The Reed decision makes it clear that counties must review their sign ordinances to ensure they are constitutional. Additionally,
because district courts are expanding the Reed analysis to solicitor and pan-handling ordinances, those ordinances must also be
reviewed and updated accordingly.
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Proposed amendment to the Isanti County Zoning Ordinance as it
relates to signs
Strikethrough language to be removed

Bold italicized language to be added
SECTION 4. Rules and Definitions
Subdivision 2. Definitions
Automobile Storage Yard. An area where up to twenty-five (25) motor vehicles are stored for
personal use of the owner who also resides on the premises. Storage areas do not have parts for
sale to the public or include any incidental or occasional transactions in scrap metal; vehicles are
in substantially operational condition. and the ovmer does not engage in advertising through
signs or the media to attract the public to the storage area for the purpose of conducting business.
Sign. A name, identification, description, display, illustration or device which is not affixed to
or represented directly or indirectly upon a building, structure or land in view of the general
public. and v1hich directs attention to a product, place, activity, person, institution or business.
Sign, Billboard. A sign which directs attention to a business, commodity, service, activity, or
entertainment not necessarily conducted, sold or offered upon the premises where such sign is
located.
Sign, Business. A sign which directs attention to a business or profession or to a commodity,
service or entertainment sold or offered upon the premises where such sign is located.
SECTION 6. AIR Agriculture/Residential District
Subdivision 2. Permitted Uses
24.

No more than one (1) free standing or pylon sign of not more than thirty- five (35)
square feet in surface area. in association with a home occ�ion or �itted business
on the..:Prqperty.

Subdivision 4. Interim Uses
5.

(No more than one (1) free standing or
(35) square feet f0f-�j3Fem1-Se-affifefll-SH���:HH<�3f-Elpf}lre¥6&-'l:¼S85-lfl:-ffie-bB'l:lJ3fY
Signs located at the public road intersections shall be set back a distance of 50' each way
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from the comer of the road right of ways to create an obstruction free sign triangle at the
intersection.
15.

Automobile or vehicular repair shops in accordance with the standards specified below:
a.

Any repair shop activities shall be conducted within a building or be totally screened by
means of berms, fencing, or landscaping so the activity shall not be visible from public
roads nor from dwellings that are located on adjacent lots. Screening shall be completed
within ninety (90) days from receipt of such notice from the Zoning Administrator.

b.

The owner/operator shall also be required to maintain his/her homestead residence on the
parcel and shall be restricted from converting the dwelling to a rental property.

c.

The Interim Use Permit application must be accompanied by the following information:
1.

Site plan which includes the location of buildings and all applicable linear
dimensions;

11.

Screening plans;

m.

Signage plan showing the location and size of on-site signs and which conforms
to standards contained in the district;

1v.

A hazardous waste plan which conforms to MPCA guidelines and addresses the
handling and storage of any or all of the following:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

v.

.

.-:, ..

a.

Motor oil and/or fuel;
CFCs (chlorofluoro carbons);
Auto or other motorized vehicle batteries;
Antifreeze; and
Any other substance as requested by the Zoning Administrator, County
Planning Commission or County Board.

Provide a copy of their EPA ID Number Notification and a copy of their
Hazardous Waste License.

The Interim Use Permit for such a business terminates with a change in ownership. The
new owner must re-apply for an Interim Use Permit addressing all of the requirements
listed above.

-,:.),,.
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SECTION 7. RS Rural Service Center District
Subdivision 2. Pe1mitted Uses
5.

No more than one (1) free standing or pylon sign ofnot more than thirty-five (35)
square feet in surface area.
a.

The total surface area ofall business signs on a lot shall not exceed the sum of
three (3) square feet per lineal foot oflot frontage or twenty percent (20%) ofthe
front building face area or three hundred (300) square feet in area, whichever is
less.

b.

No business sign shall project above the permitted building height.

Subdivision 4. Interim Uses
2. No more than one (1) free standing or pylon sign per parcel ofnot more than thirty- five (35)
square feet for off premise advertising of permitted or approved uses in the County. Sign located
at the public road intersections shall be set back a distance of50' each way from the comer of
the road right ofways to create an obstruction free sight triangle at the intersection.
SECTION 9. B -Business District
Subdivision 3. Conditional Uses
8. Billboards, as regulated by off premise sign standards in the General Regulations.
Subdivision 7. Signage Regulations
No more than one (1) free standing or pylon sign of not more than thirty-five (35) square feet in
surface area.

1.

2. The total surface area of all business signs on a lot shall not exceed the sum of three (3) square feet
per lineal foot of lot frontage or twenty percent (20%) of the front building face area or three hundred
(300) square feet in area, whichever is less.
.:.,.

3. No business sign shall project above the permitted building height.
SECTION 10. I Industry District
Subdivision 2. Permitted Uses
20.

Off-premise signs and billboards as regulated in Subdivision 6 of this Section or as regulated in
Section 14, Subdivision 1.
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Subdivision 6. Signage Regulations:
1.

No more than one (1) free standing or pylon sign of not more than thirty-five (35) square
feet in surface area.

2.

The total surface area of all business signs on a lot shall not exceed the sum of three (3)
square feet per lineal foot of lot frontage or twenty percent (20%) of the front building
face area or three hundred (300) square feet in area, whichever is less.

3.

No business sign shall project above the permitted building height.

4. For regulations of off-premise advertising or billboard signs, see Section 14, Subdivision
SECTION 11. S SHORELAND DISTRICT
Subdivision 2. Subdistricts
General Use District (G)
3.

Conditional Uses (See Section 18, Subdivision 7 & 8)
k.

Signs
1. No more than one (1) free standing or pylon sign of not more than thirty-five
(35) square feet in surface area.
2. The total surface area of all business signs on a lot shall not exceed the sum of
three (3) square feet per lineal foot of lot frontage or twenty percent (20%) of the
front building face area or three hundred (300) square feet in area, whichever is
less.
3. No business sign shall project above the pennitted building height.

Subdivision 10. Special Provisions for Commercial, Industrial, Public/Semi-public, Agricultural,
Forestry and Extractive Uses and Mining of Metallic Minerals and Peat
1.

Standards for Commercial, Industrial, Public and Semi-public Uses.
a.

Surface water oriented commercial uses and industrial, public, or semi-public uses with
similar needs to have access to and use of public waters may be located on parcels or lots
with frontage on public waters. Those uses with water oriented needs must meet the
following standards.
1.

In addition to meeting impervious coverage limits, setbacks, and other zoning
standards in this ordinance, the uses must be designed to incorporate topographic
and vegetative screening of parking areas and structures.
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11.

Uses that require short-term watercraft mooring for patrons must centralize these
facilities and design them to avoid obstructions of navigation and to be the
minimum size necessary to meet the need.

iii.

Uses that depend on patrons arriving by watercraft may use signs and lighting te
convey needed information to the public, subject to the following general
standards.
1)

No adve1tising signs or supporting facilities for signs may be placed in or
upon public waters. Signs conveying information or safety messages
may be placed in or on public waters by a public authority or under a_
permit issued by the county sheriff.

2)

Signs may be placed, when necessary, within the shore impact zone if
they are designed and sized to be the minimum necessary to convey
needed information. They must only convey the location and name of
the establishment and the general types of goods or services available.
The sign must not contain other detailed information sueh as product
brands and prices, must not be located higher than ten (10) feet above the
ground, and must not exceed 32 square feet in size. If illuminated by
artificial lights, the lights must be shielded or directed to prevent
illumination out across public waters.

SECTION 14. General Regulations
Subdivision 1. Sign Regulations
All signs hereafter erected or maintained, except official, public, traffic and street signs, shall conform
with the provisions of this Subdivision and any other ordinances or regulations of the County.
1.

General Provisions: The following regulations shall apply to all signs hereinafter permitted in all
Districts:
a.

Signs shall not be permitted within the public right-of-way or easements except
governmental signs or utility warning signs.

b.

Flashing or rotating signs resembling emergency vehicles shall not be permitted in any
district.

c.

Signs painted on a building shall be governed by the square footage limitations specified
in the appropriate zoning districts. These shall be repainted when required to be kept in
good condition, and shall be repainted, removed or painted out when, in the opinion of
the Board of County Commissioners, they are not so maintained.

d.

No sign shall be placed that resembles an official marker erected by a governmental
agency or shall display such words as "stop" or "danger".

e.

No sign shall be permitted to obstruct any windows, door, fire escape, stairway or
opening intended to provide light, air, ingress or egress for any building or structure.
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f.

The owner, lessee or manager of any ground sign and the owner of the land on which the
same is located shall keep grass or weeds and other growth cut and debris and rubbish
cleaned up and removed from the lot on which a sign is located.

g.

All signs and sign structures shall be properly maintained and kept in a safe, orderly
condition. In addition, all parts and supports shall be properly painted. Any sign or sign
structure which is rotted, unsafe, deteriorated, defaced, or otherwise altered, shall be
repainted, repaired, replaced, or removed by the owner or lessee of the property upon
which the sign stands upon notice of the Board of County Commissioners.

h.

Where a sign is illuminated, the source of light shall not shine upon any part of a
residence.

1.

2.

Laws established in Chapter 173 of the Minnesota Statutes, 1994, or as amended,
regarding advertising devices along State Trunk highways further regulate the size and
location of signs. The Minnesota standards do not replace, but are in addition to these
regulations.

Permitted Signs:

a.

Agricultural crop demonstration information signs.

b.

1\ name plate sign identifying the ovmer or occupant ofa EPNelling unit, provided surface
area does not exceed two (2) square feet. Such sign may be illuminated.

C.

A sign pertaining to the lease or sale ofa building or property; provided such sign shall
not e1weed twelve (12) square feet in surface area and shall not be illuminated.

d.

Temporary signs advertising a nev,r subdivision development; each subdivision or
development shall be allov,red the following signs:

i.

One (1) sign located in the development not to exceed ninety six (96) square feet
in surface area,nor more than fifteen (15) feet in height.

ii.

Directional signs not to exceed four (4) square feet in surface area,provided that
each subdivision shall be limited to one (1) such sign per major thoroughfare
approach to the subdivision or development. No such sign shall be allowed on
minor residential streets.
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product engaged in or used in the construction ofabuilding,provided such sign shall not
e1weed ninety six (96) square feet each surface area and is more than fifteen (15) feet in
height;

f.

One (1) identification sign, not to exceed thirty five (35) square feet in area,for the
follov,ring uses: church,school,hospital,parks and recreation areas, established
subdivisions for 1.vhich a final plat has been recorded,or similar uses. Such signs shall be
solely for the purpose of displaying the name of the use and its activities and services. It
may be illuminated, but not flashing.

g.

Special event signs such as garage sales, sporting events,graduation celebrations or
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receptions, provided the signs are temporary in nature and shall be removed v,ithin 48
hours following said event.
h.

1.

j.
3.

4.

Campaign signs announcing the candidate seekingpolitical office, advettising pe-li-tieal
issues or the data pertinent thereto providing said_ sign shall be removed within (10) days
following the election for which they were intended.
Real estate signs announcing the owner, manager, Realtor or other person directly
involved in the sale or rental of the property.
A sign for the on premise sale of agricultural products not to e�cceed thitty five (35)
square feet in area.

Billboard signage (off premise) and free standing on-premise business signs are allowed through
the issuance of a conditional use permit and a sign permit and shall be subject to the following
conditions:
a.

Billboards are only allowed to be placed within the B - Business District and the I
General IndustJ.y District.

b.

Advertising Sign structures shall be limited to not more than one (1) for a lot of one
hundred (100) foot frontage or less and to only one (1) per each additional one hundred
(100) feet of lot frontage.

c.

Such advertising structure may not contain more than two (2) signs per facing and each
total of no more than four (4) signs per structure.

d.

A.dvertising StJ.·uctures shall be limited to not more than fifty (50) feet in total length.

e.

A.dvertising Structures shall not exceed forty- five (45) feet in height above the average
grade.

f.

No adv:e1tising sign shall be erected within fifty (50) feet of any adjoining Residential
District.

g.

No adve1tising sign shall be permitted within ten (10) feet of any road or highway right
of-way.

Permit Fees:
a.

From and after the effective date of this Ordinance, the owner or other person having
control of any sign, except those signs authorized as pe1mitted signs in #2 above, shall
file an application for a pe1mit. Application for such permits shall be accompanied by
detailed plans and such other necessary inf01mation to determine the location and
compliance with all application regulations, and a permit may be issued upon payment of
the required permit fee.

b.

The permit and inspection fee for signs, when required, shall be established by resolution
of the Board of County Commissioners.
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