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In addition to the Isanti County demographics, the County’s landscape impacts planning 
decisions of the Parks Plan. This landscape is characterized by the Rum River, forested 
horizon lines, meandering rivers and level farmland. The beautiful rural landscape has 
pockets of housing, farmlands and miles of low traffic roads. The Rum River is a significant 
feature of the County landscape, and flows from Mille Lacs County in the west to Anoka 
County down south. The river provides drainage to the Mississippi River and recreational 
opportunities for the citizens east central Minnesota.  

Isanti County is located within the Anoka Sand Plain, which is the result of outwash from 
glacier melt steams that left sediment and sand in their wakes. The Anoka Sand Plain 
impacts the landscape by providing well drained soil conditions and in some cases sand 
dunes. Isanti County resides within two biomes: the Laurentian Mixed Forest and Eastern 
Broad leaf Forest. (As seen below in yellow and green). The biomes provide a glimpse 
into the presettlement vegetation communities. Isanti County’s presettlement vegetation 
ranged from well drained and wet forest to oak savanna plant communities. Isanti County’s 
rolling topography is due to the major watersheds of the Upper Mississippi River and 
the St. Croix River Basin. The eastern portion of the county is the ridge line or high point 
between the two watersheds and the western portion of the county generally slopes to the 
southwest. 

Local Landscape

Figure 5. Isanti County Ecology Context Map, CRD, 2007.


