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Isanti County

Demographics

Isanti County’s population and social economic data provides another part of the complex 
picture that influences the Parks Plan. The population and social economic data includes 
residential and household estimates in Isanti County. Since the Parks Plan seeks to provide 
parks and recreation opportunities for current and future resident needs, it is significant to 
consider that:
 
Isanti County’s population is growing and residential development is significantly 
dispersed. According to Figure 3 in 2000, Isanti County had a population of 31,287 
and according to the US Census is projected to have a population increase of 35% by 
2030. The population has grown 23% from 2000 to 2007 with a population estimate of 
38,437 (Isanti County, 2007). Isanti County’s 2000 population has 21,390 (nonfarm) rural 
residents, 8,327 urban residents and 1,570 rural farm residents. This suggests that there is 
a large population of Isanti County living in unincorporated areas. 

Isanti County’s population is growing older. In 2000, a large percent of the population 
were between the ages of 5-18 and 35-49. It is projected that in 2030 the age cohorts� 
will change slightly, suggesting that there will be a greater percentage of 30-54 year old 
and 60 + citizens. 

Isanti County’s households are increasing. There is an approximate 50% increase in the 
number of households projected from 2000-2030. 

�.	 Cohort is defined as a group of persons sharing a particular statistical or demographic characteristic: 
the cohort of all children born in 1980 (dictionary.com, 2007). 	

Northern Collar Counties Population Projections: 2000-2030
County 2000 Census 2030 Projection Percent Change
Chisago 41,101 69,540 69%
Isanti 31,287 42,350 35%
McLeod 34,898 41,580 19%
Wright 89,986 139,010 54%
East Sherburne 44,268 83,700 89%

Total Population 241,540 376,180 55%

Isanti County Household Projections 
Household Type 2000 2030 Percent Change

Household 11,236 17,140 52.50%

Figure 4. Isanti County Household Projections, U.S. Census, 2000. 

Figure 3. Northern County Population Projections, Regional Parks for Minnesota’s New 
Urban Areas, Orning and Wietecki, 2007.


