OUNTY PARKLAND

Isanti County’s parkland holdings total approximately 835 acres and provide a range
of low impact activities from public water access to hiking and biking. The parkland

is dispersed, allowing accessibility for residents in all four quadrants of the county. (A
full inventory is provided in the Isanti County Parks and Recreation Opportunities and
the Appendix). Pertinent to meeting the mission and goals of the Parks Plan is some
understanding of how much parkland will be needed for an increase of residents and
preservation of natural areas. A primary question then is:

As population increases and development pressure grows, will the acreage of
parkland meet the needs of the residents?

Key to the Parks Plan is comparing the relationship between the existing Isanti County
parkland holdings to projected parkland needs and natural area preservation.
Determining the future parkland and natural preservation area needs for Isanti County is
not straightforward. There is little research in the field of rural parkland needs. A major
factor to consider is:

* Does Isanti County plan to “stay the course,” meaning will acquisition of parkland
in Isanti County maintain patterns into the future that are similar to the present?

* If Isanti County plans to go beyond current acquisition patterns how
can the Parks and Recreation Commission gauge the amount of parkland holdings
needed for the future population and preservation efforts?

Staying the Course

Planning to maintain current practices is one approach. Determining the projected
parkland needs would include looking at current visitor trends. Figure 6 shows that with the
2007 population estimates and the current park inventory of 835 acres, Isanti County has
21.75 acres of parkland per 1000 residents. Figure 7a. shows that if current parkland
acquisition maintains at the 2007 rate then approximately 920 acres will be needed for
the projected population of 2030. Isanti County will need to add 85 acres of parkland
to maintain the 2007 rate of parkland acquisition for the projected population of 2030
(Figure 7b.).

Figures 1 and 2 in Appendix B show trend data that contribute to calculations for parkland
acquisition.
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